— 
——— — 


Conſolatio! fo2 the Afflicted : 
OR, THE 
Way to prevent Fainting 


UNDER 


Outward or Invard Trouble, 


I N 


A DisCouRSE, occaſioned by 


| 


the Death of Mr. Edward Rede, who 
Departed this Life, Jan. 17th. 1693. 


end 


By TIMOTHY ROGERS, M.A. 


— 


LONDON: 


Printed for Tho. Parkhurif, at the Bible and 
Three Crowns, at the Lower-end of Cheap- 
fide, near Mercers-Chappel. 1694. 


FP” -5 
4 DZ: D.WILLIAMS'S Lin? iy 
i AED CROSS ST2RE:1 


% 1, 0 ND '$ N . 


THE 


O any that ſeriouſly confider the 


PREFACE. 
# Miſeries of Life, and the diſtreſ- 
ſed Times in which we live; it 


will appear needful to have more than ore... 
dinary Supports, for our Days are clouded 
with more than ordinary Trouble. The 
vaſt numbers of the Sick, the Melancholy, 
the Deſolate, and the — require at 
the Flands of all a great deal of Pity, e« 
ſpecially at theirs, who by their Charatter 
and Office are obliged to tender the Wel- 
fare of Souls, of which number I have the 
Honour to be one. 

1 ſhall not ſo much grate upon the Ears 
of my Reader,. as to tell him, I was impor. 
tuned to Print this Diſcourſe ; ſuch an Exe 
cuſe u ſuperannuated, and worn out by ſe- 
veral Writers long ago. If a Man do 

Az really 
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really think that what he Compoſes may be 
for the good of many, 'tis a Zeal not to be 
blamed if he endeavours to ſhine in as 
publick a Sphere as he can, and, if all 
Circumſtances conſidered, he thinks it 
would be unſucceſsful to ſuch an nd, he v 
very fimple if he ſuffer himſelf to be pre- 
vail'd upon. 

The Providences of God towards us, 
which for a long time. have bad a threat- 
ning and gloomy Aſpett, do loudly call up- 
on the Miniſters of the Goſpel to muſter to« 
gether what Conſiderations they can; to 
keep the Minds of good Men from ſinking 
under the Troubles which have either atta- 
ally feiz'd them, or are like to come : None 
are loug without affliction, either from 
what they feel themſelves, or from what 
they ſee their Friends endure; whoſe 
Groans. and Fears make their days not to 
run away ſo ſmoothly, as otherwiſe they 
might. In ſome Families indeed, there ts 
the Voice of Singing , of Health, and 
Praiſe ; But alas, in how many more are 
there the wan and pale looks of the Diſea« 
fed, and the Complaints of ſuch as are vex+ 


ed 
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ed with acute and almoſt intolerable Pains. 
How many Houſes are mourning for the 
Dying or the Dead ? If we go abroad, how 
many things convince us that the Times are 
bad > An abounding Impiety, various 
Lofles by Sea, and a miſerable Decay of 
Trade by Land, and now and then ter- 
rible Fires in our Cities, and an-univerſal 
and growing Poverty, that eats like a 
Gawker, and diffuſes its Venom almoſt over 
every part. Theſe all mate it neceſſary 
for ws in earneſt to repent of thoſe Sins 
that have occaſioned ſach Calamities, and 
to ſtudy bow meſt ſuitably to behave our 
ſelves under the Hand of God. | 
; To promote this, I publiſh this Dif- 
courſe. The wiſe Man adviſes, Prov.31. 
6. Give ſtrong Drink to hum that is 
ready to periſh, and Wine to thoſe thax 
be. of heavy Hearts; For moderately ta- 
ken by Perſons ready to faint, it recreates 
and chears theirSpirits,it does uſually blunt 
the Edge of. troubled and uneafie Thoughts, 
aud ſometimes prevents an overwhelming 
and exceſſive Grief ; but far more comfort- 
able iu the Refreſhment that ariſes or 
ine 
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the Divine Promiſes, when they are apply- 
ed by Faith ; they ſpread a Lroelinef On 
the wery Connrenances of the Afitted, 
and fill their Souls with Celeſtial Foys : 
Without theſe, David was like to faint, 
tho' he was no melancholy Man ; he was 
of a ſanguine Conſtitution ; his Spirits 
were wery brick, aud he was naturally 
bold and daring. | 

Seeing my Diſcourſe 'is againſt the Di- 
fſeaſe of Fainting, I would wrap my Pre- 
ſeriptions in as ſoft and eafie Terms as 
may be ; for 'tis neceſſary to the Patient, 
that the Vehicle be good as well as the 
Medicine proper, had 7 affetted bigh 
Strains I could have made a great noiſe 
with Syncope, Leipothymia, and Deli- 
quium, and other Phyſical Words, that 
might have frighted the Reader inſtead 
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of caring him : But Divinity ſhines with © 


the pureſt Light when ſhe is in her own na- 
tive Colours; and Plainneſs does always a- 
gree -better with her than Embroidery. 
It belongs to my Office not to have recourſe 
ro:the Diipenlatory but to the Bible. 


And 
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And leaſt the way in which I lead my 
Reader ſhould by the Ruggedneſs of my 
Language ſeem tediow, 1 have quoted, 


. and called in now and then ſome Learned 


Men to bear him Company, who will ſweet- 
en the Harſhneſs of his Travel by the 
Pleaſures of their Converſation, and by 
the Richneſs of their Matter and Expreſ- 


. fions belp out my poor Entertainment, to 


which I bid the Reader welcome, for tho” 
tbe Fare be coarſe, yet I hope 'tis health- 
ful, and I pray God that he may find it to 
be /o. 


— 


| — ——_ 


The following Books have been lately 
Publiſhed by the Author of this 
Diſconrfe. 


I. Ractical Diſcourſes, on Sickneſs 
and Recovery, 

2. Early Religion : Or, the Duty and 
Interc{t of Youth, 

' 3. A Diſcourſe concerning Trouble of 
Mind, and the Diſcaſe of Melancholy. 

4. Fall not out by the Way: Or, a 
Perlivafion to a Friendly Correſpondence 
between the Conformiſts and Non-Confor- 
miſts. | 
5. The ChangeableneſS of the World; 
with reſpe& to Nations, Families and 
particular Perſons. 
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5 CONSOLATION 


FOR THE 


s AFFLICTED. 


ff P$AL. xXVIl. 13. 

a 1 had fainted, unleſs I had be= 
ce hieved to ſee the Goodneſs of 
' the Lord in the Land of 


the Living, 


World moſt fitly to compare this our 

ſhort and miſerable Life. We begin it 

with Tears, and for the moſt part we go 

N. weeping to the Grave : Our Life is as 
B 


Job 


Fro: not well with what in all the 
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Fob ſays, Swiſter than a Weaver's Shuttle ; . 
and how ſoon is that thrown from one T 
cnd of the Loom to the other ; 'tis as the 
Wina, then which nothing has a Motion pq 
more quick and rapid ; 'tis as a Cloud that gh, 
melts away in ſhowers ; 'tis as a Tale that þ 1, 
is told, which yields a little Pleaſure and ,, 
Diverſion, but is ſoon ended ; 'tis a (, 
Vapour that frisks to and fro for a little 
while, and-then is attenuated intoa drop ge 
of Rain, or vaniſh'd into Air : 'Tis as a 4 
Winter Seaſon, whole Days have a little ,,, 
Brightneſs bur a great deal of Storm, and 
which is atteaded wit! many a long and 4h, 
dolctul Night; or 'tis as a Flower that gy 
looks green and flouriſhing for a few mo-,,, 
ments, but is quickly withered or trod 41, 
upon. This World in which we now gg, 
live is as one great Hoſpital full of vari-yg, 
ous Ails, Sickneſles and Calamities 41 
Where can we look but we ſee forrow=g;, 
ful and diſtreſſed Objects, that excite our, 1; 
Grief and Pity > Where can we go butgf 
we imcet with the Tears of the Fatherleſsg he 
and the Widows, of the Oppreſled and yy 
of the Poor 2 What Groans do we hear; 
from 


©; from the Afﬀicted, that aſtoniſh our 
ne Thoughts and pierce our Hearts? How 
"1C many Sick are there that we cannot cure? 
on How many doubting, trembling Souls 
_t'that we cannot comtort > How many 
It bleeding Wounds do we (ee that we can- 
MC not ſtop 2 How many fainting that we 
* 2 cannot revive? And how many dying 
tle whoſe Glaſs we cannot turn again ? The 
OP Seace and the View of the Mileries of 
52 Mankind have put the moſt knowing 
Le and moſt inquiſitive in all Ages, upon 
NC ſeveral Searches to find out tome Me- 
nd thodsof Calmneſs and Tranquility under 
tall Events ; and ſeeing Calamities were 
10-unavoidable, they endeavoured to meet 
®0them with a ſerene Forehead and un- 
WW daunted Courage: They ſought how ro 
TFbear the Burden which they could not 
 5throw oft, and how to weather out the 
W-Storm of Lite that they could not. lay, 
uryhat the Philoſophers by the Guidance 
Uutof unaſſiſted Nature looked for from 
Stheir Maxims, and their grave Sentences : 
na We meet with in that Revelation, which 
eAGod has given to us in the Scriptures ; 
on B 2 which 
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which in all Affaults furniſh us with pro-T, 
per Weapons to refiſt and ſubdue our E-,q 
nemics ; they are our Counſelors, Our yp; 
Shicld and our- Magazine ; they encou«yh, 
rage us with tweet Promiſes, and withp, 
oloricus Hopes ; and they propoſe to our; 
Lmitation the moſt Generous and Herot c& 
cal Examples ; among which this of Da- gx 
wid is none ot the leaſt. 7 had fainted, T, 
unleſs I had believed to ſee the Goodneſs ofy | 
the Lord in the Land of the Living : Anc th 
how many bl:ſled Souls both in Keaver gr, 
and Earth can ſet their Seal to the fam o/ 
Truth ? Converling every day as I d6 z, 
with poor, ſick, drooping, melancholy z, 
People, whoare in terrible Anguiſh, and x; 
great Amazement, to {ce and. to hea! th 
whom is to behold the woetul Effects d G 
the firſt Apoſtacy. 1 would willingiy gx 
ſtudy lomething,. that in ſo milerable ant xh 
forlorn a State of Things might be fot p, 
their Support and Conlolation ; eſpeciat tj 
ly, Remembring the Wormwood and th , 
Gall, that I my elf have reſted for ms 
ny Months, having by the wonderfu ,; 
Providence of God cicaped out of th 
Hou) 


Y 
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Houſe of Bondage, and out of ſharp 
TO-Troubles, I would willingly lend them 
 E-my Aſſiſtance to bringthem thence; and 
our may the God that delights in Mercy, 
OU*rthat does not ſhut out the Cry of the 
\Ith Poor and of the Needy, make my pre- 
OUrſent Diſcourſe availble to fuch an ex- 
rob cejlent and honourable end ; May the 
Da: great Phyſician of Souls give me of his 
ed, Tenderneſs and of his Skill, that like bim 
ſs off may know how to cheriſh an direct 
Inc the Mourners and the Broken-hezrted. We 
VEL are commanded, 7o comfort the Feeble mind 
Mt ef to ſupport the Wea, and to be patient 
di zoward all, x The]. 5.14. And to lift up 
oly the Hands that hang down, and the feeb'e 
and Fyces, Heb. 12. 12. Knowing thereiore 
ET that of all Sins diſtruſt , aad a delpair of 
© God's Mercy is one of the moſt heinous 
S!! and abominable. I moſt readily embrace 
im that opportunity which is given me of 
0! Preaching on this Text, occaſioned by 
12 the Death of Mr. Edward Read, a 
' Country Gentleman, who tor it's moſt 
Ns part of his Lite lived ncar Sa/usbzry, bat 
I after a ſhort Sickneſs tiniſh.d his Courte 
th B 3 at 


uw 
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at London. It was deſired that I ſhould (o 
perſorm this Solemnity ; and I perceive of 

by what he ſaid ſometime before he died, mo 
that he had a particular Inclination tothis He 
Text ; it was the more deſired by him, vez 
becauſe the fame Text was preached up- tha 
on by a Miniſter in the Country, when M5 
his Mother was committed tothe Grave: v, 

And I doubt not but this place of Scrip- on 
ture might be very dear to him, by Rea- ho 
fon of the unexpected Afﬀlidtions and tu 
Dilappointments which he had met with fer 
from one to whom he was a-kin: How» Go 
_ ever it be, this Subje& is very neceſſary m/ 
to us all, for we are either diſtreſſed, or in 

we may be ſo. We are born to trouble ye 
as the ſparks flie upward ; And 'twill be rit 
dur Prudence in the fair Scaſon to pro- m 
vide for Clouds, in Health for Sickneſs, or 
and in Life for Death ; that ſo when Af- N 
fliction comes we may not faint but be- nc 
lieve. In this P/a/m you {ee with what nc 
Strings the ſweet Singer of Iſrael did tune C 
his Karp ; with what Oil, with what z# 
Encouragements, and with what. Hopes. bz 
The Lamp, of Jſrael was maintained, for X 

lo 


uld o he is called, 2 Sam. 21. 17. Several, 
ve of the former Verſes would yield us a 
ed, moſt agreeable Variety of uſetul Truth, 
his He was a very good Man, but he lad 
m, very obſtinate and numerous Enemies, 
2p- that were full of Rage and Cruelty ; 
en My foes came upon me to eat up my fleſh, 
/e:v. 2. They thought to have made but 
ip- one Meal of poor David ; but when they 
ea- hoped to {wallow and devour him, 1hey 
nd fumbled aud fel. Hence you may ob- 
th ſerve, that meer wwpowerful Innocence and 
W= Goodneſs will wot ſecure a Man from Ene- 
ry mies, tho' it may give him Conſolation 
or in his Miferies, as it did bum, wv. 3. there 
He you ſee the little Man had a mighty Spi- 
be rit ; Saul and all his Army ſhould not 
o- make him daunted ; he would venture 
[s, on them tho' they far exceeded him in 
\f- Number and in Strength; but he was 
e- not only ſcorched witha Thirſt of Glory, 
at nor was it his only pleaſure to Fight and 
ne Conquer ; but his maindefire was to dwel/ 
at in the Houſe of the Lord all the Days of 
es. by Life, Verl. 4 Hence OBſ. 2. A good 
or King tho' he have a great 5kill in fighting 
lo B 4 will 
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will principally defire and promote the R 
Proſperity and Welfare of the Church : | f 
mean not any one party that call them- w 
ſelves ſo, but all- good Chriſtians, that _#/ 
are loyal and peaceable. In the following 
parts of this Pſalm, David revives him- © 
ſelf with renewed Acts of Truſt and ir 
Hope in God, which made him ſtill more 
reſolute and couragious : And ſays he, 
Verſ. 16. When my Father and Mother 
forſake me, then the Lord will take me up. 
Obſ. 3. 7he neareſt Relations may be un- 
kind, and thoſe whom Nature and Blood 
ought to make moſt tender may be moſt 
cruel; And yeteven then the Providence 
and the Care of God can avert our Mt 
ſeries ; he will be a Friend,when they are 

{> no more.l find that David laboured un- 
der falſe Accuſations; No Age has ever 2 
eſcaped the Revenge and the Poyſon of a | 
Lying Tongue ; Falſe witneſſes, ſays he, | 
are riſen up againſt me ; they falfly repre. 1 
ſerted him to the King ; they mil-inter- t 
preted his Actions and Deſigns ; they did 
all they could to blaſt his Name and Re. t 
putation, and to ſtigmatize him as 4 / 

| Rebel 
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the Rebel; and upon this he ſays, 7 had 
: | fainted. Ob. 4. There are no Wounds of 
m- which an ingenious Mind is more ſenſible 
hat than of thoſe which are given to his Name 
Ing *and Reputation. But the Two Propoſiti- 
'm- ons that from theſe Words I deſign to 
nd inſiſt upon, are thele : 


Ore 

he, Firſt, That the greateſt aud the befF 
her of Men are obnoxious to ſore Tryals, 
ap. and lyable to faint under them. 

UN 

vod Secondly, That Faith in the Divine 
noſt Goodneſs is the nearest way to Sup- 
ICE port and Conſolation under all the 
Mi. Miſeries of Life. 


un» . Tt is needleſs to prove that good Men 
ver and great too are obnoxious to Trouble : 
f a NeedItell you that there are cold Storms 
in the higheſt Mountains, nay that the 
YIre- _ Mountains are often clad in Snow when 
er- the Valleys are arrayed with Grals ; 
did need I totell you that {trong Winds ſhake 
Re- the\Cedars of Lebanon, and the Oaks of 
s 4 Baſhmas well as make the little humble 
el Shrubs 
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Shrubs tremble. Was there ever any 
good Man that was not affliged? Wag to 


there ever any afflicted that at one time 
or other was not like to ſink ? Even 


Kr 


fol 
Kr 


Crowns have their Thorny Cares, and 8 


the Heads of Kings are not always void 
of uncaſie Thoughts ; they cannot al- 
ways ſleep, tho' they have foft Pillows 
to lie upon : But to proceed in this Diſ- 
courſe, as tothe clearing of the firſt Pro- 
poſition, I will ſhew, 


r. What are the Cauſes of fainting un- 
der Tronble. 


2. What Methods we are to uſe in or- 
der to prevent or remove ſo uncomfortable 
a Frame of Soul. So that as we hall 
diſcern the Diſeaſe, by God's Bleſſing we 
{hall be Cured. 

The Scripture does frequently repre- 
ſent the Motions of our Minds by thole 
Actions that relate to our Bodies, and 
whereof we never fail to be very ſenſible, 
it is an excellent thing to have a clear 
inſight into our own Nature : And as all 

Know- 


I c 
oO 
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yy Knowledge adds an Ornament and Beauty 
as to the Mind, which without it is a de» 
\e formed and a ghaſtly thing. So the 
-n Knowledge of Natural Philoſophy bath 
1d great and unſpeakable Advantages : Bur 
iq4 1 come not here to read you a LeQture 
il. of Anatomy, nor to tell you what Di- 
js feaſes are incident to Humane Bodies, and 
(. how many ways there are of going out 
o. of the World, tho' there be but oneway 

of coming in. I appear not here as a 

Dofor, but as a Divine, not as an Healer 
4. of your Bodies, but as a Reliever of 

your Souls, and an Helper of your Faith, 


ws Firſt, Sharp and long Affiitions are the 
le Cauſe of Fainting; their ſharpneſs is apt 
a1] to corrode and fret the Soul, and their 
ve length to tire it ; and that they may be 

both ſharp and long daily Experience 
re- Evinces; notwithſtanding the grave Say- 
xe ings of ſome old doting Philoſophers to 
ad the contrary : So they are in both theſe 
le, reſpes, in the Gout, the Srone, Melan- 
ar <boly, Convulſions, and ſeveral more Ca- 
all lamities and Diſeaſes. Prov. 18. 14. 7he 
We Spirit 
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Spirit of a Man will ſuſtain his Infirmity, 
but a wounded Spirit who can bear > The i: 
natural Force of a Sanguine courageous ® 
Man may bear the firſt or the ſecond ** 
brant and aſſault of Trouble ; his brisk- ſu 
neſs may. put away that by which a © 
feebler Perſon, and one of a more ſoft 
Conſtitution is overcome ; his Wiſdom ® 
and Thought may {weeten his Evils for S 
a while, but if they continue, and if one 
come faſt upon the back of another ; 
if Affliftions croud upon him, and many 
Seas and Winds meet he will bequickly 
overpowered, and be temptcd to Impa- 
tience, and Murmuring, and Diſtruſt ; 
and if he yield totheſe, his Spirit is then S 
wounded, and his Load is inſupportable, 
* and he is driven hither and thither at 
the Mercy of the Waves; he has loſt 
the Government of himſelt, and cannot . 
Pilot his Veſſel any longer. 'Tis the 
multitude of Troubles that makes us apt 
to faint; all thy Waves are gone over 
me ſays that good Man, Pſal. 88. 7. and 
Job 19, 9. 10. He hath ſtript me of my 
Glory, and taken the Crown from my 
Fead; 


. 


nd 


ty, 
"he 
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Head ; he bath deſtroyed me on every ſide, 


1c and I am gone; and mine Hope hath he 


removed like a Tree, i. e. He iainted, he 
ſunk, he was in deſpair. Let him look 
to what quarter of Heaven ſoever he 
would, there was no promiſing Cloud, 
no ſign at all of help; he was in a wide 
Sea and ſaw no Land ; and ſays Job 7. 
20. Thou ſetteft me as a Mark, and I am 
a Burden to my ſelf. | have a great many 
Afﬀicions, and now I am become mine 
own affliction. I am weary of my ſelf, 
where-ever I go I am ſtil! the poor miſe- 


| rable Job. It a Man travel very faſt, or 


g0 a great Way he 1s weary, his Spirits 
are exhauſted, his Strength is gone, and 
he is ſaint ; thus long Pain of Body quite 
tires out the poor groaning Patient, and 
indeed Pain is a forer temptation to faint- 
ing than any outward Loſs whatſoever. 
A Man will bear the Unkindneſs, or the 
loſs of Friends, or the loſs of his Eſtate, 
or any other outward thing with much 
more courage than great Pain of Body, 
or weariſome and - uneafie Thoughts of 
Mind : As is evident in Fob, who whilſt 

| in 
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in Health was thankful, but when theR" 
Devil brought Sickneſs and Terrour on VE! 
him, then he curſt his Day. Great Tor-It « 
ment is worſe than Inſenſibleneſs ; as 'tisd0t 
worſe to be miſerable than not to be, it!* 
weakens the Force of the Soul toT" 
have Afflition and Trouble long con-S ' 
tinued, from Month to Month, and Year*21 
to Year; ſuch an one holds out a goodSt2 
while arguing with himlelt and pleading *f 
the Promiſes, but by frequent aſſaults 15% 
cen forced to yield like a poor Man*"? 
[wimming in the Sea, his Love of Life Ha 
and his deſire of reaching the Shoar" 
makey him with all his might to keep a- 
bove the Waves, but finding that he is _ | 
ſtill far from help, and that his Strength ® 4 
fails him, he yields himſelf to his watry B'< 
Grave. In vaſt Throngs and Crouds®" 
' People are moſt apt to faint ; ard fo *tis* 
"in a multitude of Troubles from without ®r* 
and within, the ſtock of. Spirits in the ®® 
Body being waſted and decayed leaves it thi 
to Palene(s and Inaftivity, and the Graces $9: 
of the Soul being long put to their ut- -* 
moſt tryal, begin to ſhrink, and Ike a lor 
River 
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heRiver long burnt with Hear its Motion 1s 
onvery languid, and almoſt indiſcernible. 
or. it creeps it may be along its Banks, but 
;;zdoes not run ſo ſmoothly or fo {wittly as 
:©t uſed to do; upon the firſt onſet of 
to Trouble all the Spirits run to the Hearr, 
1n.as to the main Fort of Lite; but with 
.zrlong oppoſition they deſert even their 
od Station there too: Hence we often hear 
noafflicted Perſons, ſaying, 7 can bear no 
remore, I muſt fink, 1 muſt periſh ; Tho' 
anfhanks be to God, they are in ſtronger 
fe Hands than their own, or elle they were 
ar undone. 

: 2. Over great intenſeneſS of thought 
ths another cauſe of fainting. I xnow the 
ry Breatelt part of the World zre heedleſs 
.dsand raſh, and do not think art all ; but 
+is Melancholy Perſons, and the Long-afflitted 
weare always enclined to pore and mule ; 
hea0d it is 1a vain to defire them not to 
. ip link, for they cannot help it no more 
-es hana Manin a Storm can fancy 'tis a 
1t. Calm 2 Who can without fainting bear 
. a long continued - Thought, and ſuch 
_ thought 
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thought as is doleful and ſad 2 We carl & 
neither bear Intenſe, joyous Thoughts, ws 
nor ſuch as are ſorrowful ; there is a n) 
Conlſtcrnation ſeizes the poor Soul upon ot 
the review of its own miſerable Caſe ;de 
and it ſays as Fob, I am afraid of mine m 
own Sorrows; a Flame of Anguiſh preys 
upon the Spirit and weakens it, as hot 
Spirits frequently drunk leſſen the Radi- ox 
cal moiſture, and are vaſtly prejudical toa | 
Health : To be inwardly ſcorcht with T1 
apprehenſion of Miſery ſoon makes the w: 
Soul languiſh, as you know People are .Lz 
more apt ro faint in hot Weather than ir 38 
a colder Seaſon ; we do by this meani{na 
waſte our own Strength: All things thaifak 
are immoderate are very unhealchtul ; {ſe 
my Lord Bacoz in his Hiſtory of Life amon 
Death, oblerves, That all Motion anm1i 
Exerciſes which are too nimble and (wiftJol 
as Running, Wreſtling, Fencing, and thike» 
like; for the Spirits are driven into ſtraitsNe, 
and become by degrees more feebleſen 
Great Joys, lays he, attenuate and difan 
fuſe the Spirits and ſhorten Life, ame; 
great Fears ſtagnate. the Blood, inaſmucli6 
6 


arl as they damp our Endeavours, and render 
ts, us incapable of Attion. , Our Paſſions ma- 
; a ny times obſtruct our Courage, and moſt 
on ot all our [mpatience and Frettulneſs un- 
e «der the Croſs, for theſe are the Inflam- 
ine mation, and Fever of the Soul. 


ys 
hot 3. The ſuddenneſs of Evil and Aftidi- 
di- 0# is another cauſe of Faintneſs ; it begets 
| toa Diſmayednelſs, Paleneſs, and univerſal 
ith Trembling and Aſtoniſhment. Thus it 
the was with ZHezekiah, I reckoned that as a 
art Lion, ſo will he break all my Bones, Ia. 
11:38. 13. ALion liesin wait and ſuddenly 
anfſnatches at his Prey. Job 2.7. 20. 7errors 
haitake hold on him like Waters, a Tempeſt 
; ſkealeth him away. Afﬀictions come up- 
anion {ome Perſons as an [nundation, or a 
anamighty Flood that carries all before ir. 
viftJob 16, 12, I was at eaſe but he hath bro- 
| thikey me aſunder, he hath taken me by my 
aitsNect and ſhaken me to pieces : Or he re- 
blelſembles his Trouble to a ſudden ſhot from 
difan undifcerned Bow ; He cleaveth my 
aukeins aſunder and doth not ſpare: When At- 
ucHiction comes like an Alarum by night, 
P C when 
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when we cannot take the Dimenſion: 
of our Danger 'tis very formidable ant 
ſinking ; the Spirits on this occaſion 6} Ve 
unexpected Evil, which before ſuch gN 
luddain daunt were orderly carried bxte! 
their ſeveral Motions unto their Natura Pr 
works, are as ſome exprels it, upon thi.0u 
ſtrange appearance of Danger ſo diſor-1N 
dT mixed and ſtifled, that there is nevs 
Power left either in the Soul for Counſeſ1o 
or the Body for Execution ; as an unloek Cc 
ed for Invaſion of an Enemy is more for bit 
midable than when we ſee them prep; M: 
ring for a Battle, and are well appointeanc 
our ſelves; theſe Aflictions are liktha 
Lightning, whom they ſcorch they dit | 
hearten ; whereas others are like Cometthe 
they have a large Train but do not IN! 
quickly manifeſt their deſtructive I! 
fluences. A ſuddain Evil arreſts our SpTh 
rits, and we know not where we aref10t 
we are amazed, and confounded, art | 
dejeted ; and theſe are much m all 
fainting than thoſe Calamities that I1}PVE 
Thunder, roar and make a noiſe in a 
ſtant part of Heaven, and threaten b&®. 
tore they come. 4. Tt 


and 4 The Evils that make us faint are 
| 6 very near or adtually preſent > There be 
 gmany things which atar oft we judge to be 
bterrible, which upon a nearer approach 

1ra/prove to be beneficial and friendly to us ; 
thi.our miſtaken apprehenſion cloaths them 
ſor.in all the black colours that they tright 
5 nu With ; Ignorance in many 15 an occa- 
1ſe.fion of amazement, as Ecliples, in ſome 
zo; Countries wondertully aſtoniſh the Inha- 
for bitants, whereas Aſtronomers and wiſe 
ep; Men know they have their natural Caules, 
1eand rheir fixed Times and Periods: So 
lizthat they no more wonder at them than 
difit the Summer or Winter. How dow 

1etthe poor Lamb tremble when the raves 
t {nous Wolf has (eized upon it, when "ts 
 Tavithin the reach of the Devourer? 
Sp Things remote make but weak Imprel- 
:ref10ns on our Minds : So 'tis with reſpect 
anto Death and Judgment, which we gene- 

notfally imagine to be far from us,though for 
jijpught we know they may be very near, 

1 iT melteth for heavineſs, Plal. 119. 
 þ28. Like Wax before the Fire, P/al. 22. 
TY C 2 4. 
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14, 15. The ſenſitive Soul, as our mot \ 
dern Philoſophers oblerve, is as a Flame=® 
burning within her Organical Body, and\©? 
on every ſide diffuſeth Light and Heat?a 
and yet is {ubjeCt to various Trembling "7 
N: ddings, Eclipſes, Inequalities and dif” 
orderly Commortions, as all Flame is ob*® 
ſerved to be ; and this Soul upon any"? 
encoonter with an ingratetul Object red 
treats inwardly, and ſhrinks up her (elf? 
and is variouſly agitated as a Field 0 
Corn is waved to and fro with contrar\, 


ouſts of Wind, 0) 
' 5. Diſappointment of Hope u anothe? \ 
cauſe of Fainting : When we hope for thi | 
or that Comfort, and have hoped a long” - 
time, and even imagined our ſelves aſſy = 
red of Enjoyment, and yet are at; la.” 
quite d.ſappointed ; we look many yim Mt 
tor too mucly fron the Creature, ans 
when it proves indeed to be as it alwa 
was avain thing, then we are apt to r 
pine and murmur, becauſe the Wi 
will not blow ia that Quarter in whi 
we would have it blow : How does man) 


he 
ak 
d 


4 Merchant that forgets the danger of 
Enemies and the uncertainty of the Seas, 
ex and diſturb himſelf when he hears 
atat the Veſſel in which he had a great 
2 xCarga, or a vaſt Treaſure is taken or 
BY ſt away ; how does many a Friend 
oþ#ait for an Eſtate, that perhaps may be 
_ them, or that by Kindred or 
redlliance they have a very good pretence 
"170 hope for, and the changing of the [n- 
ination, and Refolution, and Circum- 
tHances of their Friends quitc overthrows 
their Hopes : This indeed is an aggrava- 
ed Affliction, and without due care luch 
Mn whom it falls will be apt to faint and 
thy diſcouraged : The wile Man fays, 
rov. 13. 12. The very delay of Hope 
eates an Uneaſine(s and Tormeat in the 
(ger much more does it pain and grieve 
phen it ſinks in the Haven, or withers in 
ml very Flower; the very delay of get- 
af Riches and Honour is troubleſome ; 
ow much more are their Contrarics 2 
he ſlow approaches of what we love 
hikes us encreaſe our fervour of delire ; 
-nd that is a ſpending, waſting thing 
wien 


me 
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when 'tis upon the Rack ; but when the"l 
defire cometh it is a Tree of Life, 'tis ladeg'® 
with very ſweet and comfortable Fruit!" 
and it has the better reliſh when it come®* 
at laſt. Evils differ both as to their conf” 
tinuance and malignity or variety, a* 
when we are many ways afflicted, oÞP* 
when we are unkindly uſed by thoſe fron? 
whomwe promiſed our ſelves the greatal. 
kindneſs, by our Friends or our near Rel?" © 
tions, or when our Friends turn our En"? 
mies, or when we are injured by tho(P<* 
whom we have obliged, and whom wv" 
have gratified and pleaſed ia many caſes >** 
But this is to teach us to ceaſe from Ma*® | 
whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils for where*? 
in is he tobe accounted off. 7/a. 2. ul, ou 
Job 17. 11. My days are paſt, my purpoſe 
are broken off, even the thoughts of 5 w- 
beart. He had a great many hopet C 
Deſigns in his Head when his AMiQtia®® 
ic1zed him, but then they were 3ll ſnap. 
alunder. « 
gre 


Tri 
kin 


6. Another Cauſe of Fainting w the 
rwinking of Trouble before it comes. Oi 
ur 
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:þpnpreparedneſs for Trouble is many 
imes the cauſe of our Difpondence ; for 
;cſometimes it will come wherher we think 
or not, I muſt be excuſed if I make fre- 
.ogqvent Quotations out of Fob, becauſe none 
yas more afflicted, and none was more 
patient. Chap. 3. 26, 7 was not in fafe- 
ont), neither was I quiet, yet trouble came. 
| was not preſumptuous, neither was I 
cure, and yet I ſerable | 
| , yet I am miſerable tor all 
{Chat ; the Afﬀaults of an Enemy are more 
1g Penetrating when we lave not {ortificd 
.our {clves till the blow came: Tis a 
ſos great unhappineſs to have our Cordials 
to ſeck when we are like to faint away, 
.to have our Arms to poliſh when our E- 
4}, nemy 15 at the Gates ; we faint in trouble 
oh becauſe we did not in the Calm make 
cady for the coming Storm ; we ſtarve 
«juſtly in Winter if we loytcred all the 
-i-Iummer Seaſon : Our negligence and 
1ajtYant of fore-thought betrays us to innu- 
merable Evils; and yet there may be a 
great hurt in thinking too much of our 
"Troubles before they come ; And out of 
1, kindneſs to us our Saviour bids us wot to 


uf C 4 take 
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take thought for to morrow, for ſufficientthe 
to the day is the evil thereof. We haveto 
Afﬀictions enough this day, let us notm 
go in the purſuit of more, nor make thehai 
Evils of to morrow come before theirCo 
time ; fore-thought of Trouble abatesha' 
in the  Intenſeneſs of the Trouble, butlar 
then ivencreaſes it by extending it : Forſti 
as an ngenious Perſon obſerves, as a fore. thi 
{cen Calamity afteQs not the Mind with of 
ſo ſharp an Agony when it comes, ye de 
the very fore-ſight its ſelf is ſome degret hi: 
of Anxiety”; ſo that it takes off no mor: ſel 
of the preſent Evil than it has inflicted Re 
before-hand, as ſtanding upon the Guarc vc 
to expect an Enemy, tho' it prevent: dy 
the Fright that would. have been mad lo 
by a ſuddcain aſſault, yet is it a conſide ſec 
rable piece of pains and hardſhip in it: m 
ſelf: So that though the Miſery maj te! 
ſeem more tolerable by being under-gont w1 
by degrees rather than all at once, yd C 
taken all together it is nevertheleſs Mj ry 
ſery. This is ingenious, but howeve th 
we daily ſee. Dangers loſe their formi ſu 
dableneſs by our being acquainted with ob 
: then 
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entthem before-hand. Soldiers that are uſed 
aveto Battles do not ſhrink and. tremble fo 
notmuch as thoſe that were never taught to 
thehandle their Arms : And it may be the 
1citCourle which Charles the 5th. took might 
uchave good Effects ; he ordered a particu- 
butlar Solemnity, at which all his Dome- 
For ſticks ſhould ali:ſt in Mourning, and to 
Tre thisend he put himſelt into the Poſture 
ith of one that was to be buried: His great 
yet deſign was to endeavour to accultom 
ret himtelt to Death, to tamiliarize it to him- 
ore ſelf. Charles, as Strada ſays, by this (ad 
tet Repreſentation of his Death did endea- 
arc vour to diminiſh the fear that he had of 
nt, dving, that which this Emperor did was 
adi lo ſar from bcing a proof, that he deſpi- 
ide ſed Death, that it was a manifeſt Argu- 
it: ment of his Fear. And a French Author 
nay telis us of a Gentleman in Langaedec, that 
on: with the {ame {o't of Intention cauſed his 
ye Coffin to be made, and went into it eve- 
Mz ry day and ſtaid ſome hours, to the end 
ve that as he ſaid he might have the plea- 
my ſure to go out again: But as my Author 
vith obſerves, it was rather to ſtrengthen him- 
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take thought for to morrow, for ſufficient th 
to the day is the evil thereof. We have to 
Afﬀlictions enough this day, let us not m 
g0 in the purſuit of more, nor make the hz 
Evils of to morrow come before their C 
time ; fore-thought of Trouble abates ha 
in the Intenſeneſs of the Trouble, but la 
then it encreaſes it by extending it : For ſt 
as an /ngenious Perſon obſerves, as a fore- th 
ſeen Calamity afteQts not the Mind with of 
ſo ſharp an Agony when it comes, yet d 
the very fore-ſight its ſelf is ſome degree hi 
of Anxiety ; ſo that it takes off no more ſe 
of the preſentEvil than it has inflicted Ri 
before-hand, as ſtanding upon the Guard vc 
to expet an Enemy, tho' it prevent d\ 
the Fright that- would have been made lo 
by a ſudCain aſſault, yet is it a conſide ſc 
rable piece of pains and hardſhip in it: m 
ſelf: So that though the Miſery may te 
ſeem more tolerable by being under-gone w. 
by degrees rather than all at once, yet C 
taken all together it is nevertheleſs Mt ry 
ſery. This 1s ingenious, but howeve th 
we daily ſee Dangers loſe their form ſu 
dablenel(s by our being acquainted with of: 
. then 
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ext them before-hand. Soldiers that are uſed 
ve to Battles do not ſhrink and tremble ſo 
ot much 35 thoſe that were never:taught to 
he handle their Arms : And it may be the 
cir. Courle which Charles the 52h. took might 
tes have good Effects ; he ordered a particu-, 
but lar Solemnity, at which all his Dome- 
*or ſticks ſhould alii{t in Mourning, and to 
re- thisend he put himſelt into the. Poſture 
ith of one that was to be buried: His great 
yet deſign was to endeavour to accultom 
ree himtelt ro Death, to tamiliarize it to him- 
ore ſelf. Charles, as Strada ſays, by this (ad 
ted Repreſentation of his Death did endea- 
ard vour to diminiſh the tear that he had of 
nts dving, that which this Emperor did was 
ade {o ſar from being a proot, that he deſpi- 
ide ſed Death, that it was a manifeſt Argu- 

its ment of his Fear. And a French Author 
nay telis vs of a Gentleman in Langzedoc, that 
one with the ſame fo't of Intention cauſed his 
yet Coffin to be wade, and went into it eve- 
Mt ry day and ſtaid ſome hours, to the end 
evet that as he ſaid he might have the plea- 
rm ſure to go out again: But as my Author 
with obſerves, it was rather to ſtrengthen him- 
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ſelf againſt Death, whereof he had angy 
extraordinary fear ; Monſr. Eſprit ſur Lagye 
Fauſſete de Vertus Eumaines, p. 353. gi 


7. A natural Weakneſs of the Body, ies 
a natural Timorouſneſs of Spirit wu another gy, 
cauſe of fainting under Trouble, Nature he 
doth rarely commit fine Wits to the gy 
Cuſtody of ſtrong and robuſt Bodies, th, 
but tor the moſt part chuferh to lodge hy 
them in delicate and tender Conſtituti- yp 
ons, ſuch as produce the pureſt and ſubli- &, 
melt Spirits ; which as by their greater jx, 
Mobility they conduce to greater quick- gf 
neſs of Apprehenſion, ſo are they tor the x, 
{ame Cauſe more prone to expence or Hi 
exhauſtion upon continued Intention of g; 
Mind, nor capable of Reparation unleſs 6, 
after due Repoſe and plealant Divertiſe- ,, 
ment. Dr. Charleton, Of the different «, 
Wits of Men, p.111. Every one knows gs 
and feels that the Soul 1s greatly influen- yy 
ced by the good or ill Temper of that & 
Tabernacle 1n which it lodges ; if our T 
yp are healthful our Minds for the 1, 
moR part are at cale, they are _—_— q| 

an 


angnd brisk, and lively, but it our Bodies 
Lagre pained, eſpecially to a more than or- 
dinary degree our Minds ſympathize, 
and droop, and languiſh at the ſame 

or time ; as 1 {eldom mcet with any that 
ergre in any trouble in Mind in firm unſha- 
ureken Health, whilſt they can eat, and 
the drink, and ſleep, ſo I meet with few, 
[©S, tho ſome there are otherwiſe diſpoſed, 
J8e but in the Pains of their Bodies they are 
t- under ſome Diſcompolures of Spirit, and 
I- complaining that it is not with them as 
ter jruſed to be ; tho' this natural Weakneſs 
ck» of Conſtitution is no Sin no more than a 
the Falling-ſicknels or a Fever, or any other 
Or Diſeaſe which one cannot help. An At- 
ol fiction may be the cauſe of Fainting, but 
leſs even that affliction and that fainting arc 
ſe- neither of them criminal, unleſs we have 
ent contributed to them by our own fault ; 
WS as it is nct a meer being tempted for 
en which we are at any time to blame, bur 
hat for. our Compliance with Tempration : 
out The Temper of our Mind greatly ol- 
the lows the Humours of our Body, how 
rful quick, how nimble, and how roving is 
znd our 
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our Fancy when our Blood 1s enflamedy , 
with Choler, how dull is our Apprehen-{., | 
ſion, and how unſerviceable our Memory 

when our Blood is becummed with a Le- - ; 
thargy, our ſenſitive Soul is fanned by,,, 
our Pallions, one while it blazeth up toy, 
a dangerous excels, as it uſually happens,,, 
in great Anger and Indignation ; another, ,; 
while it is 1n dang -r ot being blown our,p,,, 
by ſuddain and lurprizing Joy ; or al-nj 
molt ſuffocated by unexpected Terror, or p,; 
altoniſhing Griet. There are ſome inj,q 
their very Conſtitution more hardy and ,,, 
couragious than others are, and ſome by. 
the natural Weaknels of their Temper do ,, 
quickly faint and fink under any Trouble ; ;, 
the Soul being as the Platoniſts exprels it, ,; 
inall the Body as Light is in the Air, it pg 
cannot be without ſame Impreſſion from ,,,, 
it ; asthe Light is either more refreſh- |, 
ing. or leſs according as the Air 1s more ,, 
or leſs, thick or clear; and it the Soul :£,, 
be unhinged or diſturbed the Body bears yg, 
a part in its Alterations; when the Soul 
mouras the Body looks wan and pale, it 
ſheds Tears in abundance to teſtifie the ©, 

 Re- 
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cdreſentment that it hath of the Grief of 
Mis better part. | 
Ty 
-C- 8, Another cauſe of fainting is when we 
DY feave off the performance of Holy Duties, 
lOund thoſe Exerciſes of Religion to which 
"Swe were accuſtomed heretofore. Induſtry 
rand ſtirring are great Prolongers of Life, 
Ut, but a lazy ſitting ſtill brings innumerable 
al-Diſorders both on the Body and the Soul : 
TT Fainting is a Ceſſation of Ation, 'tis nor 
INjndeed a total Death but the loweſt de- 
nd pree of Life; in luch a caſe tic Pulſe 
Y beats very feebly, and with a Motion al. 
0 moſt unperceiveable. Our Spiritual faint- 
©; ing is the weakneſs and decay of Lite, ic 
It, cauſes the Strength that ONCe Was in us 
If ro degenerate, it brings a miſerable Lan- 
M puor on the Soul, an ill hab'r, as faint- 
- 10g Perſons are neither 1o apprehenſive 
TC as they uſed to be, nor can move in their 
ul. former Sphere, with their uſual quickneſs 
rs and vivacity, tho' others in theſe diſtre(- 
"u! fed Circumſtances may help us when we' 
it cannot help our ſelves; the want of 
© Courage in our Minds damps our Hopes, 
C- {poils 


| 
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{poils our Prayers, or rather makes thre 
unfit to pray, it raiſes our Paſſion in Muxh 
tinies and Rebellions againſt our Reaſoſioi 
and our Faith, and makes all attendananp( 
upon God in his Ordinances to be verive 
weariſome and tcdious to us. live 
; tafl 
It. Another occaſion of fainting undegny 
Trouble is, when the Holy Spirit with 
draws his gracious Influences that he uſe} 
zo ſhed abroad upon our Hearts ; AS WiTr, 
can learn nothing but what he reaches uthi 
to know, ſo we can bear nothing bugre 
what he enables us to bear : Every Yoalet 
galls us, and every Burden ſinks us if hyq 
be not with us ; nothing more promotetoc 
fainting than want of Air, when we aripa; 
impriioned and cloyſter'd up with owmi 
own Fears, our ſpiritual Life muſt ſuffaKn 
under frequent Indiſpoſitions : Alas, howto 
low muſt we fink when the Arm of thiof 
Almighty is not underneath us ; we artanc 
' thenin the Caſe of Sampſon, our Strengitthe 
is departed from us, we have no Patiencebut 
no Courage when God is not witlanc 
us as he uſed to be ; tho' when wewh 
arc 
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$ thre duly ſenſible of his depzrture, and 
Muxhen we repent of thoſe Sins that occa- 
alofioned ſo great a Miſery, he will ſmile 
2NQpon us, and return again; Till rhat time 
/erlwe arc under a mental Apoplexy, we 

live indeed, but we do not perceive nor 
taſte the Joys of Life, nor do we make 
—_ Progreſs in the way of Heaven. 
zth 
aſe! Io. Another cauſe of fainting under 
WiTronble is our Sin and Guilt; Without 
S Uthis Sin we ſhould live as Angels do thar 
buare all Activity, and have no Clogs to 
Oalretard their Motion ; 'tis our Sin that 
f hmakes us fear and tremble, tho' we know 
Dtetoo that our Saviour by his Blood and 
aripardoning Grace, upon our humble Sub- 
ou miſſion will make all calm again, and the 
flaKnowledge of this is a great Advantage 
Ovto us above thoſe who had only the Light 
thiof Nature that convinced them of Guilt, 
artand urged them to endeavour to remove 
ot[the Divine diſpleaſure by many Sacrifices, 
rebut left them under many Confuſions 
ithand Uncertainties : As to thoſe things 
Wewhich are made very and pſ/ain clear to 
are us : 
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us: But of this more largely hereafGo 
ter. tha 
nc 
Ir. The Devil is often the cauſe of oulie) 
fainting, when we are in Afjliction; Nopre 
only as he d.lorders our Blood and Spiritgny 
and brings Sickneis on our Bodies, buHe: 
as he caſts inro our Minds unbecominghe 
Thoughts of God, and tcimpts us by refor 
peated Infinvations to be weary of his Serpt | 
vice ; he watches for our halting, andeſt 
when we are thrown down then he inthe 
ſults over our Miſery, and tramples upopnd 
us : This cruel Spirit aſſaults us in thoſpr | 
Seaſons where.n he ſees that ve are leafftox 
able torefiſt. As when our Saviour wako | 
faint with Hunger in the Wildernels, thegt | 
he ſer upon him, as knowing that ththa 
Weakaels of his B2dy would make hingdy 
more ſueprtible of Impreilions froglels 
without than he was before ; But it watha 
in vain for the Prince ot the Air to thin|Ch 
to defeat th Sen of God ; there is noan | 
thingthat this tormented, revengetul SpirWh: 
does more end:avcur to overthrow, ria! 
our firm and ſteady Belief of the Divine 
A430 


ca[Goodneſs : He ſays, and he makes us ſay, 
that God can help, but he will not ; he 
induſtriouſſy ſtrives ro make us be» 
ouſheye, that all the ſtroaks with which we 
Nopre chaſtized are the Scourges of an Ene- 
-itgmny, and not the wiſe Methods of our 
buHeavenly Father and our beſt Friend. In 
inghe Spiritual way, ſays a Popiſh Writer, 
refor I muſt be allowed to borrow Jewels 
Serof the Egyptians, Perions ule to be mo- 
andeſted with the Spirit of Blaſphemy, and 
inthey are not a little nor ſeldom afflicted 
pognd mortified with a kind of Deliquium 
zolpr Fainting, whereby the Devil ſeeks to 
eafſtop their march, for the Soul deſiring 
wato pleaſe God and wal in his way, finds 
heat ſometimes a Remiſne(s and Weaknels, 
ththat it ſeems almoſt impoſſible to her to 
ingdvance one ſtep, and knowing that un- 
-onlels ſhe go on the diſpleaſeth God ; and 
wathat to pleaſe him ſhe muſt proceed with 
in|Cheartulneſs, great is the Pain ſhe feels 
noin beholding her own Inability to follow 
irWhat our Lord would have her. 
lat. 
72408 D 12. The 


Mþ 
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12. The Miſeries of others many time'ne 
are tre cauſe of our _— : We can,ſ«c 
nor bear to ſee them ſo diſtreſſed and { wi 
miſerable ; their Tears make vs weeylIm 
and their Groans make us to groan, thlot 
Diſtreſſes of our Friends, and of Perſon wl 
under the ſame Roof, and in the ſamibr 
Family cauſe more than an ordinar 
Commotion in our Minds; it grieves u 
to ſee their Miſeries, and it grieves us tiEn 
find that we cannot help them : And thiW| 
ſympathizing Faintneſs frequently ſeizdol 
2n thoſe whoſe Natures are very tend 
and compaſſionate, as Lam. 1. 22, Thane 
mournſul Prophet diſlolves at the ſight by 
Feruſalem then in Woe and Trouble 2 OfPe: 
with what a ſad Eye and Heart does miT2 
ny a Father and Mother look on theffe! 
Children, when they find their CircunVe 
ſtances narrowed, and their Trades ati 
Hopes blaſted, that they cannot provid | 
for them, their Bowels earn, and thefa# 
Spirits faint upon the Proſpe&t of whi#be. 
is like to befal their Ot-ſpring, and tiF* » 
dear part of themſelves, Oh, how af 4 

-I0 
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are they to ſay, Bleſſed is the Womb that 

meinever bare, and the Paps that never gave 
canſuck, Innumerable Evils and Accidents 
d { which befal others are apt to make a great 
eeImpreſſion upon us ; asto ſee them under 
thlong and racking Pains, and to ſee thoſe 
ſon who: lived plentifully and honourably 
ambrought to great Poverty and Diſgrace. 
"ar 
Su 13. The Greatneſs and the Cruelty of 
15 tiEnemies uw another cauſe of Fainting : 
thiWhen they are very ſtrong and very 10- 
izdolent, Pſal. 42. 3, 4. or to be the Sub- 
ndget of common Scorn, to be pointed at 
[hand balladed up and down in the Streets 
t by the off-ſcouring and baſeſt of the 
OlPeople ; as David complains, Pſal. 69. 
miT2. 7 was the Song of the Drunkard's, and 
theffeb 30, from the 1. to the 107. 
unVer le, 


an! 
vic} Inf. r. If the beft of Men be liable to 
thefaint, thro' the GreatneſS and Sharpneſs of 
vh#beir Troubles, and for other Cauſes, then 
| thef was a Vanity in the Stoicks to pretend 
affo be inſenfible under the Calamities that 
gl; D 2 be- 
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befel them. Thoſe proud Philoſopherz -* 
rook up Opinions contrary both to the 
Nature of Things and the Experience of ? 
Mankind. And tho' as one ſays, the 
Writings of Cicero and Sexeca may fur 


c| 


niſh us with many excellent Rules and th 
Helps for the Tranquility of our Lives Y! 
yet their Vertue is ſtrangely abated, anc s 
their Uſe ſadly deteated by their tot 

much Mixture of dry and barren Specu 
lation ; inſomuch that a Man may ſoone; | | 
arrive at the end of true Happineſs that a 
of their Diſputes and Diſtin&tions abou 
it. After all their proud, ſuperciliou , 
and lofty Language they are inthe ſam - 
Condition with other Mortals. oi 


Inf. 2. How miſerable is the State « Io 
Man, ſeeing the greateft and the beft ar FOI 
liable to faint under their Affittions an Wo 
Calamities : He muſt work by day 1 = 
Toil and Swear, and perhaps when h® Ire 
comes to reſt at Night his Family is dil 5 
ordered by Sicknels, or his Sleep 1s dl " 
turbed with terrifying Dreams, or | vey 
may be he 15 fretted-with Cares and Dil®" 


content 
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conteat, and ſo cannot fleep at all, which 
'is a much greater Miſery. One Evil is 

' {no ſooner paſt but another comes, and 
'», Clouds return after the Rain ; the Hea- 
-1r, YEns dilcharge their Thunder at us, and 
{the Earth trembles under our Feet ; the 
whole World ſpreads Snares for us, and 
either allures us with its Smiles or dil- 
courages us with its Unkindnels and Se- 
_. Verities ; every Son of - Adam 1s diltreſt, 
and every Chriſtian has his doubts and 
| fears : He has now and then forme plea- 
ſant Hopes, and ſome ſmall Diverſions 
that (weeten the Bitterneſs of Life : Bur 

me; 3145, all theſe vaniih as in the twinkling 
of an Eye, we are continually hearing 
bad news, we fee others daily dic, and 

, ſhortly we muſt die our ſelves. This 
an, ow Region where we dwell is full of 
an Clouds and Darknels, and tho' the Sun 
- thine ſometimes, yer how many Vapours 
aſcend that intercept its Light, and re- 
gziiJreſhing Influence > The World, faith 
\Eucherius, one of the ancient Writers is 
NOW drawing towards ts Diſlcjution, 
72nd pants with its laſt Gaſps and dying 
D 3 Annt- 


'ES 


en : 
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Annihilations. Theſe latter Years andWe 
Decrepitneſs of time are fraught withdaV 
Evils and Calamities, as old Age is w1 lac 
Diſeaſes. Our Fore-fathers ſaw, and wd Cc 
ſtill ee in theſe laſt days, the Plagues ot | 
Famine, Peſtilence, War, Deſtructiomap 
and Terrors, all theſe are ſo many acut{er 
Fits and Convulſions of the dying WorldtHit 
Hence it is that ſuch frequent Signs ar&#9d 
ſeen in the Firmament, exceſſive Eclipſe$#"d 
and Faintings of the brighteſt Luminaried! ! 
which is a baking of the Powers of Hea#OTr 
ven, ſudden and aſtoniſhing EarthquakePUvt 
under our Feet, and ſtrange AlterationjN0 
of Times and Governments, all whic#* - 
are the fatal Symptoms of time indee#N4! 
going on; bur fainting and ready on 
ExPIre. = 


Inf. 3. If the beft of Men are liable t-0\ 
faint here , there is no doubt but therÞ'"\ 
is another happy State to come, where a \\ 
their preſent Fears will be removed, Rewv"<i 
21.4. |t it were not thus, we might ca; 
the Beaſts happy that have as ſweet FN 
Taſte of Plealure and fewer Griefs tha 

we' 


2 


indwe: They ſleep, cat and drink, and 
irhhave no ſadning Thoughts, no fears of 
irtblack and hideous future Evils. When 
wa conſider lays one, the ancient Writers 
- oof the Roman Hiſtory : Oh, What an 
& ch Life does that Heroical People 
utfeem to have lived 2 They thought of no- 
riathing low, or mean, or ſad ; but Empire, 
arand Magiſtracy, and Honour; Provinces, 
{eand Cities, and Navies, and Triumphs, 
ject theſe were the true Rewards of their 
[egFortitude and Valour ; Whocan imagine 
kebut true Wiſdom and Goodneſs ſhall be 
onJnore largely bleſſed 2 Cardanus de 2111. 
icex Advers, Cap. p. 92. No Man did ever? 
eemarch under the Banners of Chriſt with 
L: greater Bravery and Courage than 
t. Paul; and he tells us what it was 
that fired his Breaſt with ſuch a ſtrong 

- {Love to his Maſter, and with ſuch inex- 
;ejfinguiſhable Zeal, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17, 18. 
, There's no doubt but if we reſolve to 
ejtread in his Steps, we ihall fare as well as 
_— if we fight we conquer, and if we 
] my we ſhall be rewarded with a 
rown of Glory. This World is the 

ve" D 4 Land 


40 Conſolation fo: 


Land of the Dying and the Dead, bu, Ge 
Heaven is truly the Land of the Living] W 
where we ſhall ſee, z. e. taſte and enjoy ar 
the Goodneſs of the Lord for ever ; -t6 #e 
enjoy {uch Favours, as he will be pleaſed ty or 
impart to us in that high and holy Plac' Li 
where he dwells, yea to have ſome Parti br 
cipation with him in his Blefſedneſs, whe H 
is molt Bleſſed for evermore. For as | if 
Learned Man obſerves, To ſee inthe Lan a 
guage of the Hebrews, is to enjoy, whe! ir 
it is applied to a thing deſirable, or t) nt 
be in that State when it is applied to th# oi 
which 1s hurtful. Thus to ſee God, Pla; at 
34- 12.15 to poſſcis ir, and lead an hap vu 
py Lite ; and to ſee the Good of Jeruſalem m 
is to partake in its Peace and Proſperity. d. 
Plal. 128.5. And to ſee the Goodneſs & V 
the Lord in the Land of the Living, | tl 
in its firſt Senſe to be delivered by Ga. ci 
and to enjoy the ſiveet Fruits of it befor: tl 
he died ; and to ſee Death is to dic: An' 
ris is fo plain that thoſe things that be tt 
long to other Senſes yet are faid to b; & 
ſeen, which can ſignifie nothing elſe, bu 1 
tizet they are perceived or enjoyed. (| u 
Gen: 
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bu! Generation, faith Fer. 2.31. See ye the 
in Word of the Lord, i. e. Hear it, mind it, 
jo# and conſider. See Biſhop Patrick's Wit- 
t6 meſſes, Part 2. Chap. x. If the Date of 
d ty our Exiſtence expired with that of our 
lac Lives ; and if our whole Duration were 
zrti- but Threeſcore Years and Ten, if all our 
vhs Hopes were buried with our Bodies, and 
1s | if we were thruſt into being only, after 
an a few Days or Years to be thruſt back 
he! into nothing, it were much more eligible 
\ t4-never to have been born, than to be born 
thi only to drop a Tear, to vent a Groan 
Pla; and Die; for who would chuſe to float 
hap/ up and down a few Minutes in this ſtor- 
em my and tempeſtuous World, inſtantly ro 
ity, diſappear and fink back to nothing. 
5 & Who would be born far no other end 
4 then that he might be put into a Capa- 
30, City to die? Who would dance upon 
for! thele reſtleſs Waves a little while till et- 
An: ther Violence cruſhes, or Nature ſinks 
be the Bubble into an Eternal notlung, Par- 
25 b; ker. Demonſtr. of the Law of Nature, p. 
by 112. How diſconfolate muſt a good Man 

( unavoidably be amidft his Prefſures and 
Fen Cala- 
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Calamities, if he did not comfort him-| | 
ſelf with the hope of better things tohþe 
come ? How would his holy Soul daily (779, 
faint and languiſh if the View of ſo glo- Ma 
rious a Place as Heaven did not animate pu 


and quiet him? That fo a Chriſtian may be for 
in a preparedneſs for all Diſappointment, jg i, 
and leſs favourable Providences ; and 'its 
take the bitter Cup, as Socrates is faid'of 
by one of his Admirers, to have taken 'rhe 
the deadly Poyſon that was to ſend him P1; 
intoanother World : With what calmneſs of | Ac 
Spirit, ſays he, what Gravity of AlpeR, [int 
and how ſteady a Hand he receives it, wh 
and drinks as if that Draught were to; of 
extinguiſh not his Life but his Thirſt ; rig 
nor did his Fortitude grow cold with his a [ 
Blood, or fink with his Vital Powers, dy 
for even in the extream Agony of Death, as 
in the laſt Pulſe of his Heart, when the Fr: 
Vital flame ceaſed to warm him, then an 
did the Flame of his Courage ſtill con- | th 
tinue, and animated him to break forth in Bc 
Words that fgnifizd his Diſſolution was So 
moſt grateiul to ham, : po 


[ot. 


N-| Inf. 4. Seeing the beft of Men through 
tothe Greatneſs and SharpnefSs of their 
ly roubles are obnoxious to Fainting : No 
o- Man has any Cauſe to wiſh for Trouble. 
te ._ Saviour does not oblige us to pray 
be for the Croſs, but to take it up when it 
It, is in our way. The way of Life is of 
id its ſelf rugged enough, there is no need 
id/of planting more Thorns and Bryars 
eN'there. I look upon it as a great folly in 
m Plato, who is {aid to have removed his 
of | Accademy from an healthful Scituation 
X, into a mooriſh and a foggy Place, upon 
It, \which he himſelf laboured a long time 
to:of a Quartan Ague ; and I think he was 
; rightly ſerved ; and I am ſure under ſuch 
15 a Diſeaſe he wou!d Philotophize in a very 
S, ; dull manner. The old Dotard thought, 
R, as Cardanus ſays of him, that as the 
ie | Fruit is ſpoiled by the too great Luxuri- 
nancy of the Branches of the Vine, ſo is 
1- the Soul oppreſſed with great Health of 
n Body ; whereas nothing more hinders the 
as Soul in its lively Motions than an indil- 

poſed, ſickly State of Body : We fink 
_ faſt enough into Calamities we need not 
f, pro» 
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procure them; but when they come with-, ,., 
out our ſceking 'tis our Wiſdom to fſub- 
mit, and by Faith and Hope in God to. 
make them as ſweet, and as tolerable as , ; 
we can, exc 


Inf. 5. How rugged us the Nature £* 
the beſt of Men, that God wu forced to uſe 1, 
ſuch Severities for their good, as for the "x 
preſent make them hike to faint. Folly... 
is bound up in the Hearts of his Chik 1, 
dren, and he is forced to whip it out :,, 
He is forced to give them bitter and un, 
pleaſant Draughts, to fave them ftromtg, 
periſhing. The Aflſictions of good Men! q; 
are ſo tar from being an Argument ary; 
gainſt Providence, that they are a Con- 
tirmation of it, they make them better, 
they keep them from doating on the',,, 
Pleaſures of a wretched World, they fit. ,,, 
them tor a better State, andquickentheir; x. 
advances thither ; and it is the kindneſs}, 
of our heavenly Father, that he will ſtoop! Pe 
to low as to viſit us, tho' it be with Rods}, 
and Chaſtiſements : His Judgments are! ,, 
lent to quicken us ; no place will —_—_— th 

er 
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come to an extremity. We are, faith 
to. h Apoſtle, Shut up to Faith, Gal. 3- 
®23- We can have no relief but from this 
excellent Grace, that by going to Chriſt 
-brings us in freſh degrees of Strength 
9 and Hope. And as the Rock in the Wil- 
uſe Jernels yielded Water when it was ſtruck, 
ne God adds one ſtroak after another that 
ly. we may relent. Euſebius (peaking ofthe 
UE 1a and moſt cruel of all the Perſecurions 
It which begun in the Year 302. underthe 
Emperor Dioclefran, ays that the extream 
am Coen of the greateſt part of Chri- 
en ians - their Hatred, their Ervyings, their 
© Diviſions, and the like Sins were the 
MN*'Cauſe that ſuch a terrible Tempeſt did 
TY ariſe; andthat this Tribulation did cleanſe 
Ie them from thoſe [mpurities and Sins that 
fir prevailed before : And St. Cyprian ( as [ 
ell find him quoted by Monfreur Daille) in 
els; Sermon that he made aiter the cruel 
- mort that was in his time under 
'G' the Emperor Decius, alledging, the Caules 
end Occaſions of that Perlecution, ſays, 
-D-" that a long Peace had corrupted the Dit- 
ler ctpline 
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Cipline of the Church : When God begay A 
to -awake their languiſhing and dying an 
Faith. Our Sins, fays he, deſerved #tir 
greater Deſtruction, and his Mercy (& th 
moderated things, that it was rather # ab 
Trial than a Perſecution. All Peopk nil 
were become Earthly and Woridly mind ou 
ed, to enrich themſelves, and their Fa; ne 
milies was their great deſign. Therzgof 
was little Devotion amongſt the Profef for 
ſors of Chriſtianity, little Charity and Ne 
few good Works ; that then Men andtio 
Women were guilty of great Exceſſes igri 
their Habits ; that, Fraud, and Subtilty} vai 
and Unmercifulneſs to the Poor everyant 
where prevailed. What have we not de! ve1 
ſerved to ſuffer for our Sins > We havith 
deſpiſed as he concludes the Command{the 
ments of the Lord ; and it was timethe 
that he ſhould corie&t our Faults, anitanc 
apply to us the moſt ſevere and painfd fon 
Remedies. : hid 
| {on 

Inf. 6. The World has a bettey outfidt he 
thaninfide. David was a very great Matigra 
to look vpon, with his Guards and hiffeat 

Attendants 
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726 Attendants, he made a mighty Shew ; 
ng 2nd I warrant you the People of that 
| x time thought there was none like him, 
{ that Ze was undiſturbed, and his Head 
r { above thoſe Clouds that fright and aſto- 
pk niſh others : But you fee under all his 
nd outward Pomp he had his inward Fears ; 
Fa; neither his own Courage, nor the Valour 
ere of his Souldiers could preſerve him from 
fef ſome Diſorders of Mind, and from the 
1nd Neighbourhood of Fainting: Thus many 
ani times we are apt to call thoſe that live in 
3 if great Palaces, and have a throng of Ser- 
ty} vants,curious Gardens,and ſtately Rooms, 
eryand every pleaſant and diverting thing, 
det very happy : But all theſe things, and a 
avithouland more will not prevent nor cure 
nd\the Head-ach ; all this will not make 
—_— Lives eafie and ferene without Faith 
amand Hope in God. The World is like 
afo ſome very fine Gallant, that hath ſome 
hidden Ulcer, and to keep off the Noi- 
lomneſs thereof trom himſelf and others ; 
/idibe is all beſmeared with Perfumes ; 'tis 
Aavgrateful to the View, but narrowly 
hiſfearched into 'ris as a Sepulchre fair with- 
nts out 
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out and rottenneſs within : The World 
is a Cheat, and far from being what it 
pretends to be. Grandeur and Pomp does 
not keep Trouble off ; and yet fo igno- 
rant are the generality of People, that 
they judge of Good or Evil by their 
Senſes: As if a Man ſhould commend an 
Orchard by the greennelſs of its Leaves, 
without knowing whether the Trees that 
grow there are barren or fruitiul ; or as 
if a Man ſhould commenu an Houſe 
meerly by the Beaury of its outſide, 
without knowing what Furniture and Ac- 
commodations it has within, or as if one 
ſhould think that every one that hath a 
fine Complexion is a Wit, whereas many 
times under a cloudy Brow there lodges 
a calm and a diſcerning Soul. So I have 


many times ſeen that the Surface of the - 


Earth is rugged and unpromiſing which 
hath the richeſt Mines underneath. And 
it is not always the moſt gilded Sign that 
gives you the beſt Chear and Refreſh- 
ment on the Road, 


of, 
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Inf. 7. If a Man ſo good as David that 
had the benefit of Revelation was ſo like to 
faint, then we may conclude that wnaſſifted 
Philoſophy cannot give us Compoſure under 
Trouble. If the Sun do nor chear our 
Spirits, the Moon is not like to do it 
with her fecbler Light. The Philoſophers 
are like Quacks, they pretend to a great 
deal and can perform very little ; having 
no diſtindt Knowledge of Chriſt or of 
another State; they were full of endleſs 
Confuſions, and miſerably blundered in 
the dark, they could diſcover the Com- 
motions of the Mind, but knew not how 
to remove them ; they very trequently 
murmured at the Gods, and thought that 
they did not govern always with invio- 
lable and ſteddy Juſtice. The Wiſdom 
of Men might throw a Vail over the 
Viſage to hide the Trouble of our Heart, 
but knew not how to calm its ſecret and 
uneaſie Fears; they thought to chide 
down a Storm when it began to be boy- 
ſterous, with grave Speeches, but when 


. they had tired themſelves with (peaking, 


the Winds blew as high as ever : Their 
E Satif- 
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Satisfaction that they had was frequently 
from their inſenſibility, and not the Pro- 
dutt of rational and mature Thought : 
The worſt of Men are ſometimes under 
an unhappy Lethargy, they are not in 
terrifying Pain, neither have they the 
Quiet ot a good Conlcience, 


Inf. 8. '7is an heinous thing for a Man 
to reſolve to put a Period to this miſerable 
Life, becauſe 'tu miſerable. It ſhews a 
great Weakneſs and Cowardize of Mind, 
tor a Man to leap over-board becauſe 
there is a Storm, whereas he ſhould ra- 
ther endeavour to ride it out, and not be 
amazed, No Souldier ought to deſert 
his Poſt till his Commander give him 
leave. Every Chriſtian ſhould wait till 
he that ſent him into the Vineyard be 
pleaſed to call him thence; nor 1s he ro 
murmur, tho' the Kardneis of his Work, 
and the Heat of the Weather make him 
like to faint, ſeeing in a little time the 
Greatneſs and the Joy of his Reward will 
make amends tor all his Toil. Selt-mur- 
ther is of all Evils ene moſt horrible : 


And . 


And when our Saviour was tempted to 
throw himſelf from the Pinnacle of the 
Temple, and (o ro be the Cauſe of his 
own Death ; he rejected to vile a Motion 
with abhorrence. We are in this World 
as in a Jail, and we muſt not break our 
Priſon ; we muſt be at God's diſpoſal, 
and not at our own; and indecd 'tis his 
Power alone that can keep Perſons even 
from ſo monſtrous an Action - as this, 
when their Calamities are extream, and 
their Pain and Anguiſh inſupportable : 
But what are the uſual Temptations to 
Self-murther > And whence it is that Per- 
ſons that know not how it will fare with 
them in the other World do many times 
endeavour to make away themlelves? I 
have particularly ſhewed in my Diſcourſes 
on Sickneſs and Recovery, Pag. 137. If 
all Men that died, ket the manner be 
what it would, went to Heaven, it wouid 
be a more excuſlable Crime, but fceing 
there 1s a State of Miſery as well as of 
Happineſs, we ſhould be very careful not 
to take the wrong way ; nor to jump 
down a Precipice, when we may travel 

2 on 
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on the Plain. How would a Man be 
looked upon that ſhould kill his deareſt 
Friend 2 And how much more unnatural 
and evil is it for a Man to lay violent 
hands upon himlelt 2 Cato has been by 
{ſome Philoſophers and others mag- 
nified for killing himſelf as for an 
Action noble and heroical ; but is was 
not {> if we conſider the occaſion. For 
when as one chſerves, the Battle of Phar- 
falia had decided the ditterence of the 
two great Rivals, and adjudged the Em- 
pire to Cz/ar, and io put Cato into his 
Power ; it brought him to a very confi- 
derable diſtrels, to die by the Hands of 
Ceſar, whom he hated, was a cruel Hu- 
miltation to him ; to demand his Lite of 
him was a Submillion inſupportable to 
his Pride; ſeeing all things conſpiring to 
make him unhappy, he thought of this 
tort of Dearh; and perhaps imagined 
that among the Romans (uch a' Death 
migit immortalize his Glory, Many 
have applauded him becauſe they eſteem 
bold and raſh Ations, but thoſe that are 


moſt knowing judge of Actions by their 
Prin- 
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Principles, and more admire thoſe that 
are produced by true Courage, than thoſe 
that are very reſolute ; but co which Dif” 
couragement and black Delpair gives the 
firſt riſe. 


Inf. 9. What a bleſſed Man is a Chri- 
ftian, that tho' he be in trouble, yet he 
patiently waits for deliverance from God : 
He is bleſſed indeed, for he 1s under the 
Care of Heaven, that tho' it ſuffer him 
to be afflicted will not ſuffer him to pe- 
riſh in his affliction, he is the Charge of 
Angels, that ſuggeſt to him in his Ago» 
nies many {weet and rev'ving Thoughts, 
and that keep off the evil Spirits that 
would poiſon and envenom the Wounds 
that he has received. A Believer has an 
everlaſting and a ſure Friend, into whoſe 
Boſom he may freely pour all his moſt 
doletul Complaints, to [:im he may make 
known all the Pains of lis Budy and all the . 
Troubles of his Soul; with th:s hope, that 
in due time his hideous N:giht ſhall. be 
ſucceeded with a pleaſant Day ; he +ha- 
ving been charitable ro others God will 
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be kind to him. Pſal. 41. 3. The Lord 
will ſtrengthen him upon the Bed of Lan- 
guiſhing ; He will make all his Bed in his 
Sickneſs, he will ſweeten all his Aﬀlicti- 
ons with the moſt compaſſionate and ren- 
der Inſtances of Love ; he will do every 
thing that may contribute to his Repole 
and Conlolation, he will not only make 
his Bed for him in his Sicknefs, bur heal 
him roo, either by recovery in this World, 
or a Tranſlation into Heaven, where he 
ſhall never faint nor be ſick again : And 
a Chriſtian by his Faith is enabled todo, 
and to ſuffer much more than other 
Men, Phil. 4. 11,12. I can look upon 
the frowning World and not tremble, [I 
can ſee it {mile and not to be enticed to 
doat upon it ; and the Reaſonof this his 
Courage, is becaule he is aſlifted with 
the Supports and Conlolations of the ho. 
ly Spirit: When ever he 1s like to be de- 
teated Chriſt ſends him new degrees of 
Strength, and bears a part of the Crols 
with him, (o that it is as it were lined 
with Velvet, it does not gill nor torment, 
tis light and cafic ; a Chriſtian has the 
anoint- 


anointing ſpoken oft, x Foh. 2. 27. And 
Oil makes Perſons very expedite and vi- 
gorous. A Servant of Chriſt will not 
lazily ſay, O this Burden is (o heavy, 
this Pain fo ſharp, this Diſappointment 
lo unexpected, this Loſs fo great,; that [ 
cannot bear it, but in an Iumble dillruſt 
of his own Skill looks up to his Heavenly 
Father, that he may be taught to bear 
if. 


Inf. 10. Seeing the beſt of Men are Iy- 
able to be overwhelmed with their Troubles 
great pity i due to ſuch as are under ſharp 
and long Tryals : This Job expected of 
his Friends, Jeb 19. 21. Is any (o cruel 
as to give harſh Words to fainting Peo» 
ple? It would be unchriſtian and barbas 
rous {0 todo: We muſt never f(carch the 
Wounds of any but we muſt prepare a 
Balſam at the {ame time ; ris a God-like 
thing to mingle {weet and bitter in our 
Advices and Reproots; to be Sons of 
Thunder when Perſons are obſtinate and 
inſenſible of the Hand of God that (inites 
them : 'Tis kindnels to bring them to a 
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Senſe of Sin,and to uſeCauſticks when they 
are Lethargick, but then ws muſt be Sons 
of Conſolation. To the ſame Sinners when 
they are duly penitent and humble ; and 
this Courſe is like the pleaſant Revoluti- 
on of Winter and Summer, all fair or 
all ſtorm would ſpoil the Beauty of the 
Univerſe ; to the Afﬀlicted, the Helpleſs 
and the Miſerable, let us repreſent the 
multitude of God's tender Mercies ; let 
us pray with them with prudent Pity, 
and ſpeak in ſoft, and cafie, and allevia- 
ting Words : Let us not look ſhiely, nor 
ſourly upon them; 'tis inhumane and un- 
chriſtian ſo to do, remembring that in a 
little time we may need as much pity as 
they need. There are three ways for us 
whereby to know whether our Friends 
are kind to us in our Diſtreſſes and Pains. 
\, 1. When they pity us, and ſpeak lovingly 
tous.” 2. When they are ready to per- 
form all Offices of Friendſhip. 3. When 
they are not weary nor tired out with our 


Aﬀition, or the repeated Aﬀts of their 
charitable Help. 


the Afﬀlicted;, 5x7 
I now proceed to the ſecond Obſerva- 
tion, VIZ, 


That Faith in the Divine Goodneſs us 
the neareſt way to Support and Conſolati- 
on under all the Miſeries of Life. 

I ſhall ſhew how this Faith quiets and 
calms the Soul, and what it includes, 
and the (everal Duties that wait upon it. 


1. It ſuppoſes a God and a Providence, 
and afts ſuitably to ſuch a Suppoſition : It 
firmly relies on that great Being, and is 
well ſatisfied that he concerns himſelf 
with the moſt minute and ſmall Afﬀairs, 
that he rewards the Righteous, and 
will puniſh the Wicked : This Faith 
directs the diſtreſſed Chriſtian to re- 
member that all Events and Accidents 
are under the Government of a moſt wiſe 
and gracious God, and that none of thoſe 
Troubles that ſeem moſt caſual and con- 
tingent are by chance, or by brutal un- 
thinking Fate z this teaches the Soul in 
all that befals it to ſee the ſupreme, wileſt 
Being managing and ruling, even the 

Storms 
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Storms to his praiſe, as well as the fair 
and ſerene Seaſons. Our: Saviour indy» 
ſtriouſly fortifies the Mind of his Diſcs 
ples with the belict of this particular and 
holy Provideace, Mat. 10. 29, 30, 31. 
There are a great many thingsin Nature 
very terrible, there are Tempeſls by Sea, 
and Earthquakes by Land, there are 
Thunder and Lightning trom the Clouds, 
and there are ore and ſharp Afﬀlitions in 
Families, and on our own Perlons ; but 
he that truſtsin God need not to be much 
afraid, it 1s impoſſible indeed, but by fo 
many uncaſie things he ſhould be ſome- 
what moved, but he is not overwhelm- 
ed, Pſal. 46. 1, 2, 3. He would not truſt 
in his Arms, nor in his Numbers, nor in 
bis flrong Hokds, nor in his Treafures, 
nor in any of thoſe things which are the 
common Support of Men, but under the 
moſt powerful ProteQtion of his God : 
He would hide his Head, even in great 
and aſtoniſhing Troubles, that in their 
kind and violence are very extraordinary, 
for tuch are thele which he mentions here ; 
whatever hard Uſage, or Dilappoint- 

ment 


ment tempts a Chriſtian ro murmur and 
fret, he will ſilence all the beginning of 
Diſcompolure with this zt-z the Lord ; 
he knows that infinite Wiſdom wilt not 
let him loſe his way, that infinite Good- 
neſs will not hurt him, nor infinite Pow- 
er let him altogether fink. And as Job 
faith of the Almighty, Chap. 36. 27. He 
maketh ſmall the drops of Water ; they 
pour down Rain according to the Vapour 
thereof : So does God manage Aﬀictions, 
that they do not pour down all at once 
to cruſh us, bur come by ſuch gentle 
degrees, that they refreſh us and make 
us truitful. Affliction comes not out of 
the Duſt, Job 5. 6. It does not ariſe as a 
poyſonous Weed of its own accord, but 
it 15a Plant that is diſpoſed of by a know- 
ing and ditcerning Eye : In our Sickneſs 
we muſt look higher than the Tempera- 
cure of the Air, or the Diſorder of the 
Seatonsy nor muſt we ſtop at the next 
loaſtraments of our Troubles and Cah- 
mities ; ſeeing there 15 a great Being, 
ar whoſe beck we and all others are, who 
influences and guides all ſecond Cauſes, 

puts 


60 Conſolation fo2 


puts them into Motion, and continues 
and ſuſpends that Motion as he plcales. 
Affliction is not a Child of the Eartii, as 
mean and obſcure things are ſaid to be, 
or as welay of one that 1s meanly born, 
or whoſe Original and Deſcent is obſcure, 
that he is Filzus Terre ſprung trom the 
Earth, the common Mother of us all ; 
but the Riſe of Affliction is an obvious 
known thing, *tis from Sin that has laid 
the miſerable Foundation of our Sor- 
rows. 


2. Faith prevents fainting as it fixes 
and determines the Soul to its Duty ; and 
to a due Series of all Actions that tend 
to its relief and help, wavering and un- 
reſolvedneſs, an enclining ſometimes this 
way and ſometimes that, without know- 
ing which to chuſe is very tormenting 
and uneaſie to the Mind, 'tis a continued 
and troubleſome FluQtuation : Like a 
Man's being thrown firſt on one fide of 
the Veſlel, and then upon another by an 
high rouling Sea, without being able to 
keep himſelf in one plealant Poſture. 
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And ſuch an Alluſion St. James makes, 
Chap. 1. 6. Pſal. 112. 7, 8. Like one 
that with a fixed Eye regards the Cale. 
ſtial Bodies is not at- leiſure to mind, for 
that Contemplative Seaſon, the Diſorders 
of this lower World. There is as great 
difference between a good and a bad Man 
in Trouble, as between our Saviour and 
his Diſciples in the Storm ; they were 
ſeized with a very great Fear, and he 
ſlept very ſoundly, they were afraid of 
ſinking, but he aroſe and calmed the 
Waves. 


3. Faith teaches a poor Soul that's like 
to faint to look upon that in God which is 
moſt ſuitable to its oun diſtreſſed Caſe , 
to look upon him as the Father of Mercies, 
a4 the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
and the God of all Conſolation, 2. Cor. 1. 3. 
If you are a thirſt, even almoſt to faint- 
ing ; when your Fears, your Agonies, 
and your Pains are very great and lcorche 
ing, know that he is a Fountain of living 
Waters that will cool and retreſh your 
Spirits, tho' you are guilty, inexcuſably 

guilty 
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guilty of many great and heinous Sins, 
know that his Name is to be gracious, and 
merciful, to forgive Tniquity, Tranſgreſffon 
and Sin, It is the Wiidom of a. Chri- 
ſtian, to ſee how God deſcribes himlelf, 
there being ſomething in God anſwerable 
to whatever diſtreſs there is in the World. 
When you are oppreſt, think of him 
who is Juſt and Righteous, and who will 
in due time regard the Groans and Tears 
of the Fatherle(s and the Widows ; when 
you are perplex'd with intricate Aﬀeairs 
think of his Wiſdom ; and when you are 
in ſpiritual Diſtreſs and Anguiſh of Soul, 
there is no fitter Title for you to conſi- 
Aer than that he is the Father of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt ; for whoſe ſake he will 
be merciful if you beg his help : Some 
of us can hearten you by our own Expe- 
rience, after the unſucceſsfulneſs of all Hu- 
mane Endeavours he himſelf hath heal- 
ed our Dileales; and the ſame God that 
has cured us can in a few moments help 
and deliver you. Do not wonder it therga| 
bea great variety in his Diſpenſations ; 
'— to you if ſome are full of Clouds, and ' 
{ome | 
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ſome are more ſerene ; for 'tis in the 
Church as in the World, 'tis neither all 
fair nor all ſtorm: The Earth and the 
Trees are not always adorned with Leaves 
and Fruit, tho' the returning Mildneſs, 
and influence of the Spring cloaths them 
with Green again. The Servantsof God 
are ſometimes near a great Death, and 
ſomerimes delivered, but they are always 
encompaſled with Dangers, and always 
need new deliverance. In this World 
they have ſome Evil and ſome Good, 
ſome Darkneſs and ſome Light, ſome Af- 
fliftion and ſome Proſperity to make 
them by theſe leſs pleaſing Vicilitudes, 
to long for that place which ſhall never 
chanpe, Ecclef. 7. 14. Otten meditate on 
that comfortable Scripture, 1a. 26. 3. 
Do not at all doubt but he will act to- 
wards you as a gracious God, a Father 
and a Friend, it you humbly depend up- 
on his Goodneſs ; And it ſuch a Depen- 
dance ' do not allay the Trouble of our 
Spirits, what will > If we continue to re- 
pine and murmur, the great Ruler of the 
World will purſye his own deſigns; and 

it 
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it would be our Honour as well as our 
Safety to acquieſce in all the parts of his 
Adminiſtration ; for thereby we might 
like the glorious Angels receive a migh- 
ty Pleaſure by fceing that his Will is 


N%, done. 


4. Faith prevents all finking Diſorders 
of the Soul, as it fills it with pleaſant and 
reviving Hope ; That things will be bet- 
ter with it hereaſter than now they are, 
P/al. 42. 11. Inall Aﬀairs Hope is the 
great Spring of Action, tho' I know that 
many good People may be in deſpair ; 
and ſo was David when he ſaid, 7 hal 
one day fall by the Hands of Saul : Tho' 
he. had to relieve his tainting, the expreſs 
Promiſe of a Kingdom. Oh! how quiet- 
ing a thing is Hope in the Word of God; 
tis a more glorious Support than the 
Heathens ever had, the Hope of the Gol 
pel that maketh nor aſhamed, is a Plant 
that grows inJeruſalem,and not in Athens, 
it flouriſhes more among the Palms and 
Cedars of Fudea than among the Myrtles 
and Lawrels of Greece : This Hope takes 

wing 
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wing and fliesas high as Paradice.: There 
is nothing promotes Fainting, more than 
when afflicted People will oply judge by 
the preſent diſtreſs, and be ſaying, / feel 
I am miſerable, . and all the World ſhall 
not make me to believe the contrary.. Now. 
it is an unfair proceeding to judge of 
Go3's - Deſigas by what at this preſent 
talis upon us; thoſe that he ſeems for 
many tedious days to forſake may be of 
the number ot his Childien. As thoſe 
that he loves may fall into great Crimes 
and D,ſorcers by their own Sins, ſothey 
may .be trought home with Grief and 
Bitterneſs, ſeeing in many Inſtances they 
allo torgot his Mercies, and provoke his 
Juſtice as much as others; tho'.you now 
lee nothing but Storms, yet wrap , your 
{elves in the Mantle of. Providence,,.and 
humbly wait- for. the quiet Shoar : . Do 
not always. p2re-upon your. Troubles, 
but, ſtudy what is pleaſant and reviving ; 
you..may recreate your ſelves with the 
Divine. Promiſes and Conſolations : - To 
fainting People we give Cordials accord- 
ing'to the Advice of the wiſe Magn, Prov. 
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"31.6. I puts the Blood into a brisk Cir- 
colation, it recruits their Spirits, and 
gives them new Heart ; it makes them 
fpeak and a&t with more livelinels than 
did before : Now your hoping in 
the Goodnels of God will pive youſweer- 
er Joys than 'ris poſſible tor you to re- 
ceive from the moſt delicious and plea- 
fant Liquors. Cant. 1. 2. Hi Love % 
Better than Wine. You may hope that 
you ſhall be delivered becauſe God is gra- 
crous and merciful to the afflifted ; you 
may hope for Pardon, becaufe he has 
promfed to give it tothoſe that are con- 
trite and fumble, tho' there is a particular 
Faith and Hope which fome Chriftians 
| haye that is not the Priviledpe of all. 
Latimer prayed with great Zeal for three 
Things. 1. That Queen Elizabeth might 
" come to the Crown. 2. That he might feal 
#he Truth with bis Blood. 3. That the 
_ Gefpel might be reftored once again, once 
#qain ; Which he expreſſed wah great 
- vehemence of Spirit, all which God 
_ heard himmm ; but many good Men are 
frequently miftaken with reference to the 
LE Diſtreſs 
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Diſtreſs of their Souls and Radies, they 
frequently think they axe loſt, when'it 
may he, halp is juſt at end ; they judge 
in haftg, and are moved by the Yiolegce 
of their preſent Tarture, to make the moſt 
bideous Congluuſions that 'tis poſlibe 
for them to draw ; and 1t 1s,00- wonder 
they do (op when they are clouded wizh 
Temptatians, and enſlaving Fears, agd 
do not well knaw which way they go,. if 
they go at all ; and thele are promoted 
by a total Forgetfulneſs of the former 
Mercies.and Experiences that they haye 
.had, 2 Cor. 1. 9. 


5. Faith mill keep you from Fainting, 
as it will furniſh yau with Courage and he- 
ſolution to prevent the firſt beginnings- of 
Diſquietmeyt; For this like other Di- 
ſcales, not being check'd at the firſt, js 
by degrees mych more  oyerwhelmipg : 
Tis, cafier to,, withſtand an Enemy at a 


diſtance than when he;hzs broke in upon 
us: It is good @n the firſt onſet of Trouble 


06x the :Caſe with .our. awn 


Souls; .for Seerwargs whea .they 37s 
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worn and ſpent with ſharpneſs-and length 
of Trouble, they will be incapable of 
ſuch a Work: A Perſon that 1s -actually 
ſunk is full of Diſcompoſure, and it a- 
vails him little to know how he came to 
:be ſo: As it ſignifies nothing toa drown- 
-1ng Man to know how he came to be in 
- danger, unleſs he have ſomething to ſup- 
.pvrt him and tolay hold upon. It you are 
naturally Melancholy, and fearful, by 
healthful Dyet, and innocent Diverſions, 
you may at firſt keep under that obſti- 
nate Humour, bur it it once get a head 
of you, 'tis like a raging and unconquer- 
*able Flame : *Tis as vain thea to think to 
remove it by Argument and Confidcrati- 
on as5to remove a Mountainz, 'tis only 
to be' fubdued by that Power that is Om- 
nipotent ; ſtrive alſo at firſt to begin the 
Cure in your own Minds, for all other 
ways will but' heighten your. Diſeaſe, as 
the Reſtleſne(s-of the Sick does bur ag- 
gravate his Trouble. Faith will keep 
you trom Preſumption, and from look- 
ng for Deliverance and Support without 
the uſe of good and lawful Means ; the 
| very 


very Activity of your Souls is a proof, 
that they were made for Exerciſe and 
Motion, and to concur with the Deſigns 
of God, when his Winds blow we are to 


- ſail, when he moves we are to correſ- 


pond with his Motions: And Nature 
teaches every thing that lives to uſe the 
means of Lite. . Let us not at any time 
run into ſtraits in hope to be delivered, 


nor make our ſelves fick in hope that ,— 


God will cure us : Let us not by torment-\_ 
ing Paſſions and Cares tret and gall our 
own Spirits. 


6. Faith will ſet before your Eyes the 
Example of our Bleſſed Lord, who rax 
his painful Race without wearineſs or faint- 
ing. Can you be more diſtreiled than 
he was in Life and Death, a Man of Sor- 
rows and acquainted with Griet ;never any 
was ſo much afflicted, never any bore it 
with ſo great.a Patience ; he was. reviled 
and abuicd, cenſured and belyed,. yet, he 
opened 'not his Mouth. 'Heb. x2,3. Cox- 
fider him that endured ſuch. Contradidtian 
of Sinners againſt himſelf leaf ye be ag/ 
Sy 3 
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awd faint i your Mirids. Tis fit that the 


Scholar ſhould tread in his Maſter's ſteps : 


'Tis fit that the Souldier ſhould not re- 
fule to march where his Coamimnaridee | 
/ — goes before ; think agdin and. again of the 


Excellency of his Perſon, and the vile 
Aﬀeronts that he met itljal : Take heed 
that you be not unſuitable tothe glorious 
Narne you bear, the Name of Jeliis, bs 
ware leaſt your Fear caule yvu to bitray 
kith, or to quit his Cavtile; when you 
hear Chriſt ſaying, My $#ul ts excetdiig 
- forrowful even unto death : Do not wor 
der if you meet with aſtoniſhing and a- 
Mmazing Trodbles ; do not thihk that the 
moſt terrible Calamities vf this preſetit 
time ure inconſiſtent with the Love of 
God :- But it may be you'll fay Chriſt 
was God, and ſohad more thin ordinaty 
Strength, The Divinity indeed, as ſome 
Expreſs t , was always attended with 
Holineſs and Glory, bur his Humane Na- 
tare by its Union with the Divine did 
Wr poſh all the Glory of which it wi 
Wo: for it Was to be a Sacrifice for 
| The Divinity did niex'in thee tirwe 


of 


Oe —_ A Vo... z XX XX: 


mOoTvHRDDTOG ww 


the I flicted; 20 
of his Humiliatian difj play all its Reams ; \ 
his Body tho' united to jt was liable to 


* . Death, and his Soul for a Seafon was de- 


prived of Joy. And tho' Chriſt knew 


: that he ſhould conquer, yet for the pre-' 


ſent he was greatly tronbled ; for you: 
know, Fear and Hope are both exerciſed-- 
according to the Objects that are pre«- 
ſented to them : If the Obje& be plea- 
ſant then we have Hope or Joy, but if- 
the preſent Evil make ſtronger Impreſſi- 
ons upon us than the abſent Good, then' 
it clouds the ſight of what is to coin 

ſuſpends and takes off our Minds fro. 
reviving Thoughts, that we do not {6 
much, nor ſo atcentively conſider what 
might alleviate our Grief : Chriſt wasof 
like innocent Afﬀettions with vs, and he 
had in his laſt Hours two Objects to look 
upon ; his Death, and that with the 
dreadful Circumſtances of it made him 
forrowful, and the approaching Glory, 
2nd that made him to drink the bittep 
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- 7. Faith keeps the Soul from ſinking 
under Trouble, by leading it to the Word 


of God ; That great Magazine of Hclp' 


and Comtort ; and tho' the Scriptures in 
our moſt wicked Age are ridiculed by e- 
very bold Sinner, who has loſt the Power 
of. Bluſhing, yet to every ſincere Chri- 
ſtian they are very dear, they are asdear 
and precious to him as his eceſſary Food, 
as knowing that when his Feet have been 
almoſt gone, they have held him vp, 
and ſuggeſted to his poor drooping Soul 
many comfortable Thoughts, as David 
lays. Pſal. 119. 92. I had periſhed in 


mine Affliction if thy Law had not been” 


my Delights : He found as many Cor- 
dials as there were Promiſes in the Word 
of God ;- theſe to his refined Appetite 
had a better reliſh than all the Dainties 
and Honours of his Court: This Word 
diſcovers to us that Jeſus, by whoſe 
Blood we may be cleanſed from all hoſt 
Sins that createan Uneaſineſs and Trouble 
in our Souls ; and in this Word does that 
'Holy Spirit breath, who is the Comfort- 
'&. This Word: will teach us how to 


bear : 
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bear the Croſs and how to make it flou- 
riſh into Fruit ; there are many Chri- 
ſtians that I am ſure have received ſup- 
port, from 7a. 40. v 28. to 31. 


8. Faith in God will ſhew you that Glo- 
ry, which will be the bleſſed Reward of 
your Patience and your Hope : And with- 
out this we might lie down under our 
Burdens, and with Fob curle the day of 
our Birth. Woe indeed would be' to us 
in all our Griels and Troubles, © if there 
were no Heaven to wipe our Tears 2- 
way ; 'tis very fad that we cannot go a» 


* broad but we hear il] News, ot this or 


that Loſs by Sea, of this or that Acct- 
dent by Land, and we can (eldom. come 
home but we hear the Groans of our 
Friends, and ſee them languith in tedious 
Pain and Miſery ; and 'tis fad to think 
that our own Bodies muſt be'alſo ſhortly 
in” Pain and Mitery,-and it may-be our 
Souls clouded at the fame time ; -but *cis 
pleaſant to think all this mournful Story, 
that we'tell of our (elves, and others will 
quickly:be over, quickly ſtall they, and 
£927” we 
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we pals from this Region of Death, this ,,, 
World of Sorrows jnto the Land of the ref 
Living, where our Eyes ſhall never ,,, 
weep, our Hearts ſhall never ake, our, ,, 
Spirits ſhall never fink, our Friends ſhall ,;- 
never make us to mqurn for.their llinefles yr, 
as well as our own,” 2 Cor. 4. 16,17, , 

18, Oh! What ſweet Hopes have .we ay, 
to recreate our Minds.in, all qur ſinking ,,p 
Tears? Yet a little while, and we ſhall ,,, 
be in Heaven, in that Heaven that we g, 
have a long time been praying for ; and 
we may well burſt out into thoſe Words, ;y, 
which the Author of the Commentaries gy 
wpon Jeb (under the Name of Origen) ,þ, 
puts - 10to that Holy Man's Mouth, and 
which I find quoted to my hand by a. ,, 
Learned Writer. Thither will I go, where fai 
the Tabernacles of the Righteow are, 1, 
where are the Glories of the Saints, where of 
w the reſt of the Faithful, where the 7, 
Conſolation of the Godly, where is .the. In-, 71 
heritance of tbe Merciful, where js the pit 
Bleſſednefs of the Undefiled. Thither will 6 
I gp where. Light and Life dwells, where py 
Glory and Mirth, where Gladnefs awd Ex- | 


tation 


IS eation inhabit z from whence Grief, Sad- 
© ve and Stghieg fly atvay ; where the for- 
I mer Tribulations which affiiied the Body 
I. tn Earth are ne more remembred. Thither 
lr 7 go where we - ſhall lay down our 
5 Troables, where we ſhall have a Reward 
7» of our Labours ; where is the Boſom of 
'© Abraham, where the Propriety of aac, 
B where the Familiarity of liracl ; where 
Il dre the Senls of the Saints, where the 
'E Quires of Angels, where the Voices of 
Archangels, whire is the Illumination of © 
S, the Holy Ghoſt, where the Kingdom of 
-S Chriſt, where the never-ending Glory, and ' 
') the bleſſed Sight of the eternal God the 
Father. Thithtr will 1 go, there I hope ' 
2 to artive, mot complaining nor finding 
'© fault, mach leſs curfing and blaſpheming ; 
2 but Bleſſing and praiſing, and with givmg 
© of thanks, ſaying, the Lord gave, . the 
'® Lord bath taken away ; us it pleafed the + 
"-\ Lird fo it is come th paſS: Whatſorver ' 
'E pltaſes God is good, whatſoever pleaſes 
U bim'is juſt. It pleafed him- to give, bis 
« Phaſure was good © it pleaſed him to take 
4 away, 15 Phejare was juſt. - ll that - 
v3 Th. n he. 
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the Lord wills is Life, is Lig#t,. is Reſt\ be 
and Peaceis eternal Bleſſedneſs; What ſoever, ne 
pleaſes the Lord therefore, whether to en.) Ol. 
rich or to — i verifh all is incorruptible and' 


endleſs BliſS. Bleſſed is the Man, O Lord. de 
whom thou chaſtneſt , as pleaſes the Lord. W 
ſo it is. Let the Name of the Lord be NC 
bleſſed World without end. - Amen. ") 
-Þ ; 

Laſtly, Faith in the Divine Goodneſs pl. 
keeps us from fainting, as it animates our bl 
Prayers to God for Comfort and Support He' fi 
encourages all that are afflicted to call H' 
upon him, and tho? you find your ſelves F; 
guilty and unworthy in all relpes, yer 8! 
your being helpleſs and deſolate is a al 
Motive that you may plzad in Prayer. al 
He hears the Ravens when they cry, the ar 
young Lions when they roar tor Meat do 
not roar in vain ; And ſhall you waſte all Þ 
your time in fruitleſs Cries, who: area 
nobler part of his Handy work ».No'! «he © 
will regard every Sigh and every Groan C 
that you have aſter -him and his-Mercy, © 
Pſal. 138. 3. When. you are: like ro be N 
overwhelmed with the weight and _ H 
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2e/j\ ber of your Croſſes, with the Unkind. 
yer. neſs of. ſome Friends, and- the Death of 
ex.) others: Beg of God to give.you Strength, 
1nd that you may neither cenſure his Prov 
re. dence, nor negle&t your own Duty, that 
1rd. When. you find that this Earth gives.you 
le no reſt, you may with greater {wiftnefs 

fly to that Heaven, which is the place of 

Life, the calm, the chearful, and the quiet 
eſs place : It you are hike to: fink, beg the 
wy. bleſſed Spirit, who will help your In» 
te: firmities, and, maintain- your Faith and 
all Hope 70 the very laſt, Plal. 37. 24, 25, 
'e5 P/al. 2.7. I 4. And you have need of 4 
et great deal of aſſiſtance from above, for 
4 all Troubles that you now tel, and for 
-r, all that you may live to ſee: And there 
16 are many whole Youth is very lively, on 
l} whom Weakneſs and Decay does.inlenſi 
1} bly creep, they run a great way,. but 
2 they: taint at laſt, b:-caule they depend 
16 On their own Power. Souldiers may -be 
n Covuragious on many cccaſions, and fight 
y, many Battles, and yet at lergth be Re- 
& Negades, and loſe both their Reward and 
}- Honour. But what | have. now. delive- 
v1 red 
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red is but as the Introduction to what 1 


have further to ſay to affliged Perſons; 
and which they may expect in a Se- 


cond Part if they find this Diſcourſe - 
any way tend to | py thew Conlo- - 


lation, as I casne 


ly beg of God that 
it \MAay. 


——_— 
*” 


The Concluſion, -with Reference ty, 
the particular Occaſion of this 


Diſcourſe, viz. the Death of. 


Mr. Edward Rede. 


Ov'll ſay perhaps what's all this - 


that I have ſpoken, to a Funeral 
Occaſion : What ſignifies a Diſcourle a- 
gainſt Fainting when we ſee one that has 
tainted and died away. I anſwer, it fig; 
Nifies - very much, for tho” all that we 
Jay will not warm the-Alhes of the Dead, 
Fer it may {erve to kindle a Flame of 
Love in our own Hearts, and may ſhew 
usthat neither the Firmneſls of our Health,: 
nor the Briskneſs of our Spirits, nor .the 
Vigour 
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Vigour of our Conſticutions, nor the 
Relolution of our Minds can fence ws 
againſt evil Accidents, nor enable us ro 
bear them when they come, unleſs we c2l 


in the Aids of Faith, and unleſs we are 


aſſiſted by a Power Superior to our 
own. 

As to the deceaſed Gentleman, I hope 
he was prepared to die, and fo did not 
faint away. He had a Truſt in the Me- 
rits and the Righreouſrels of Chriſt a+ 


. lone, and he will never ſuffer thoſe to 


ſink that ſincerely truſt in him. They 
may part with their Bodies that have 
often 1ndiſpoſed, and clogg'd, and hinder- 


ed their better part ; but their Souls with 


chearfulnefs paſs away into a bright E- 
ternity : They ſet as to this World, and 
it may be as 1n a Cloud, but they riſe in 


Glory in ancther. They are changed, 


their Conntenance is altered, and their 
Breath is ſtopr, and they are no more 
the ſame lively, active Perſons that they 
uſed ro be, no more fo as to ts, nor as 
embodied, but they go into a Region of 
pure, delightful: Thovght and 'Contem- 

plation. 
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plation. As our Saviour faith, 7hey xe- 
ver ſee Death, they never have their 
Souls ſeparated from God, nor caſt out 
of his Preſence with abhorrcnce, which 
is the Death of Death, and which fills 
all the curied Spirits with intolerable An» 
guiſh and Amazement. 

This decealed Perion was a'together a 
ſtranger to me, and it cannot be expe &- 


ed, tht | hould ſay mucin of one with, 


whom 1: had. no Acquaintance ; tlzo' .it 
ſhould ſcem that he kad heard ſomething 


evenol {o inconſideratlea Perlon as 1 am ; 


And upon his jalling fick he had a deſire 
to ſee me ; and as toon as the occaſion of 
viſiting him preſented its felt, I wait- 
ed on him, tho' he -was then extream- 
ly weak, and his Spirits by the Violence 
of his. Diſeaſe greatly (unk. Upon my 
coming to -him, which was about an 

our before he dicd, he ſeemed to rouze. 
up all the (m31l remaining Force of Na/ 
tyre that was I-ft, that he might ſpeak. 


w] 
M 
ha 


to me ; and with a feeble Voice, he told de 
me, Thar in the Country he had ſeen,/Fr 
two Books of mine, »w2z, My Fall not {pt 


out 


. ". 
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out by the Way, and my Diſcourſe of Me- 
lancholy and Trouble of Mind, with which 
he ſeemed not ill pleaſed. I told him I 
would be as helpful to his diſtreſſed Caſe, 
asmy poor Capacity would allow, that 
is, I would affiſt him with what Coun- 
ſels and Directions | thought: were moſt 
ſealonable for one fo low and weak, and 
in the Apprehenſions of others, as well 


; aSin his own ſo near Eternity. I ſuggelt- 


ed to his Meditations what | judged pro- 
per, both with reſpe& to his Lite paſt, 


: and that unchangeable World, on the 
: Borders of which he ſeem'd to be. I 


defired him to call to mind, as he was 
able, the Sins of his former Life, with 


n- Self-abaſement and -Abhorrence, and to 
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alc. 


look up to the great Redeemer for Grace 
and Pardon. He was [I hope in a Frame 
ſuitable to his then approaching Change, 
which it ſeems came upon him 1a a few 
Minutes after, I prayed with him, and 
had the Concurrence of ſeveral of his 


1d 'dear and deeply affected Relations and 
en,;Friends, and our united Cries obtained 
{peedy help for him, and he was ſoon 

G re- 
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releaſed from this miſcrable World. It was | 


obſerved by ſome of his Acquaintance, 
that in the latter part of his Lite he grew 
more {crious, and 'as the bright ſetting 
of the Sun is a ſign of good Weather, 
and a fair Evening givcs us the hopes of 
a fair Morning : So his more intenſe Ap- 
pl:cation of himſelt to good things was 
in mercy to him, that he might be ber- 
ter prepared for another World. His 
Conſtitution was very ſtrong, and yet in 
tour or, five days was he brought to the 
Gatcs of the Grave, and went thuther, 
as many ſtrong Pcrfons have of late died 
very ſuddenly : So we ſometimes fee 
lotry Oaks which uſe to laſt very long 
torn up by the Roots with a ſudden Tem- 
peſt, whillt the leticr Shrubs are ſpared. 
Pcople of a weak, puny make, and that 
languith under frequent returning llineſles 
co many times ſurvive thoſe that are 
maſt robuſt, Fob 21. 23, 24 

[ am told by ſuch as attended to his 
dving Language, That he greatly bewail- 
led with a very ſenſible Grief ; The negleft 


of Family Duties, which he owned him- | 
: ſelt 


_— 


- 9 -=& 


ELLE oo rr Eo Ye wo ma: WR TY FF *F TE MMT _ 


; (ef in ſome meaſure guilty of. And in- 
' deed an Omiſſion of Dutics fo neceſfary, 


and ſo beneficial were not to be looked 
upon without ſome bitterneſs of Spirit ; 
inaſmuch as the Maſter of a Family is to 
be as the Tigh-Prieft of ſuch a Society, 
daily to offer up their common Prailes 
and Requeſts for common Mercies, and 
the ſupply of common Wants. Every 
Family ought to be as a Little Church, 
pe fumed with Incenſc, and full of good 
and ſacred Employment. I take this 
opportunity to urge with ſome vehe- 
mence the Performance of the Duty of 
Daily Prayer, Morning and Evening in 
Families, that | might touch upon the 
ſame String with my Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren the Diſſenting Miniſters in 
and about London ; who have lately u- 
nanimouſly preached upon. this Subject, 
out of the Zeal they had to revive true 
Practical Religion among us in an Age 
and Scaſon of fo general Coldneſs and 
Indifterence : And it comforts me great- 
ly to think, that ſo excellent a Deſign 
hath had fo good Succeſs, as | know it 

| G 2 has 


a 
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has in many places, many Maſters of Fa- 
milies, having begun to ſet up the Wor- 
ſhip of God there ; an\d.to begin it with 
Grief and Joy, with grict for having fo 
long negleSed luch an uſeful and pleaſant 
Duty, and with joy to think that they 
may obtain a Pardon for their former O- 
miſſions by a ſincere Performance of their 
preſent Duty ; and I wiſh and hope that 
the Seed which has becn fo liberally 
thrown into the ſeveral Congregations 
may fpring up to a more glorious Hr- 
veit ; by winch our Nation, our Cities, 
and our Aſſemblies may be more bleſt 
and flouriſhing, Be ſure that none of you 
that have Families dare to omit this Nuty 
of Daily Prayer, Morning and Evening : 
Such an Omillion will be bitterneſs 1n the 
latter end. It is not a Duty that belongs 
to one Party or Perſwaſion, but to all thar 
call chem(elves Chriſtians, or that would 
be ſincerely ſuch, and have a Lite agree- 
able ro ſo great a Name. We have the 
Miniſters of the Church of England agree- 
ing with us in this Matter, and we dif- 
agree in nothing that is Eſſentzal to Re- 
ligion ; 


ligion ; tho' we cannot comply with 
them in ſome of their Ceremonzes, yet 
we honour their Learning, their Piety 
and their Gifts, we with them good ſuc- 


.cels, in their zealous Endeavours for the 


Converſion of Souls; and we doubt not 
but they will wiſh us the ſame ; and I 
hope both of us will rejoice that Chriſt 
is preached, tho' by ſome in a Pablick 
Church, and by ſome in a Meeting, by 
ſome in a Gown, and by others in a Cloak, 
Ic is eaſie for us to maintain mutual Cha- 
rity, to be civil, and courteous, and at- 
table to one another, tho' we cannot all 
think the ſame things. I would havethe 
waſpiſh Perſons ot all ſides to conſider, 
that tho' we have two Names, yet we 
have one and the ſame Religion, and to 
us both the Holy Scriptures are the only 
Rule of Faith and Manners. | find indeed 
a Learned Writer in his Preface to his 
Devout Chriſtiau, a very excellent and 
profitable Book, uſing thele Words, Nor 
ſhall I go about to ſhew how much the pub- 
lick Service of God in his own Houſe u to 
be preferred before the private Devotion 
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of Families at home ! There being no 
Reaſon as far as I underſlaud, to make the 
latter neceſſary, but only becauſe in mo# 
places Chriftian People cannot meet toge- 
ther at the Church every day, Morning and 
Evening, to give to God the Glory that us 
due to his Nawe : But is there no neceſſi- 
ty to keep up due ries in Families, when 
their Mercies, and their Sins, and their 
Wants are particula® and may be much 
better acknowledged and lamented a- 
mong thermicives chan among others, 
who have different Wants, and Crimes, 
and different Circumſtances ; perhaps 
they are rejoicing when ce mourn, or 
mourn when we rejoice : Beſides if this 
Learned Doflor would be plealed to con- 
ſider, lic would plainly ſee chat rhis Aſter- 
tion overthrows all private Worſhip tn 
Familics as ſuch, and turns it all to pub- 
tick, z. e. Worſhip of Aſſemblies ; whic! 
have by thoſe that have opportunity ©! 
going to Church, and by thoſe that have 
not, becn always looked upon as two d:- 
ſin thirgs. 1 hope if he were acquaint- 
, ted with what I fay, he would not blaine 

me 
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me for ſo mild an Obſervation, ſeeing [ 
only mention, that Which has offended 
ſome good Men that are void of Preju- 
dice and Fattion : And thereiore VII give 
you the Opinion of Dr. Sharp, the pre- 
lent Arch biſhop of Tork, in Ins Scrmon 
at St, Giles in the Fields, when he letr 
that Pariſh. Having ſpoken btfore of 
the Duty of private Prayer, he lays a 
little atter, — 7 have another thing to 
recommend to thoſe that are Maſters of 
Families; they are Heads and Governours 
of a Society, for indeed the firſt Notion of 
a Society 1s that of a Family ; every Fa- 
mily u a little Kingdom and every King- 
dom is or ought to k a great Family : Now 
i it natural ? Is it decent, that there 
ſhould be any Society on Farth, wherein 
God ſhould not be owned and worſhipped £ 
And yet woe be to us, how many thouſand 
Families are there in ths Kingdoms ; nay, 
T am afraid, even in and about this City, 
wherein God is not ſo much as named in 
publick, unleſs perhaps by way of Afrent 
by the way of C ur ſing and Swearing. We 
'deſervedly complain of the great Looſe- 
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neſs, and Prophaneneſs, and Irreligion that 
hath = 6. the Face of this Nation. 


O ! [ doubt a great deal of the blame of 
it lies upon the Houſholders, the Maſters 
of Families among us, if they would take 
better Care of their Children and Servants, 
things would not be ſo bad among us ; But 
how can we expett better when there i no 
Religion either taught or praftiſed in our 
Fouſes.++-- Let us bring Religion into our 
Families, and not be content that once a 
Week ſome of our People in their turns 
ſhonld hear ſomething of it. Let us eve- 
ry day call our Family together, and pay 
our common Tribate of Prayer and Praiſe 
for the Mercies we do daily receive in 
common. 

Another thing that lay upon the Spi- 
rit of our dying Friend, and extreamly 
troubled him, was, that he had not join« 
ed himſelf to ſome Society of Chriſtians, 
for the benefit of Church-Communion. Lit- 
tle do thole who through Careleſnels and 
impious Living, or a great Nicenels and 
Scrupuloſity of Temper aeg/ett fitting 
themſelves for the Lord's Supper, and 

there 


| 


the 


i 
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there partaking of the Bread and Water 
of Lite know of what innumerable Re- 
freſhments they deprive their own Minds, 
what Peace, and Joy, and Conlolation 
they loſe that others teel, who devoutly 
receive a ſhare of that Divine Banque : 
Beſides 'tis an open lighting of a plain 
Command of Chriſt, Do this in remens- 
brance of me : Tho' | would be loath to 
lay that thoſe that do not come to the 
Lord's Table can be no Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe many that reverence tne Inſtitutt- 
on, ſuſp«& their own fitnels, and are a- 
fraid of receiving their own Damnation : 
But however, it they reſolve to ſtay till 
they have no fears they may ſtay till they 
diez and they are not, nor never uull 
be fit to die, if they are not fit for the 
Lord's Table : lt they are willing to re- 
ceive Chriſt as he is offered in the Gol- 
pel; if they are willing to part with eve- 
ry known Sin, and to ſtrive and watch 
apainſt it by the help of God; it with 
humble grief and ſhame for all Trant- 
preſſions they give up themſelves to be 
the Lord's, to obey his Commands, and 

| truſt 
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truſt him for his Rewards, and to uſe 
their Bodies and their Souls for his Glory 
they may and ought to come to the 
Lord's Table : No Church of Chriſt has 


Power to refuſe any ſoqualified ; and it 


they ſtay away they mult do it at their 
own peril. But there are are many 0- 
ther Advantages of Church Communi- 
on beſides this of the Lord's Supper, thoſe 
that are fixed ſtatedly to this or that So» 
ciety have a Miniſter, who is under an 
Obligation to watch for their Souls, and 
to whom in all Troubles of Mind they 
may repair tor Aſſiſtance and Direction ; 
and further, thoſe that .are in the {ame 
Communion, and under the fame Mini- 
ſter, will with a more compaſiionate Eye 
and (ympathizing Spirit look upon ther : 
And beſides they will mutually Countel, 
and Adviſe, and Reprove one another ; 
which is much more beneficial than It 
ving at large without being related to 
any one particular Society. I know that 
our Atheſtical Age which is fertile of eve- 
ry vile thing has produced a monſtrous 
Brood of unthinking Animals, who poy- 


loned ' 


4 
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ſoned by their own evil Inclinations, and 

the ſilly, and irrational Examples, and 

Sayings of others, undervalue all Mint- 

{ters and our Aſſemblies, care neither tor 

the more publick way of Worthip, nor 

tor ours. But our deccaſcd Friend was not 

of this number,tor he had refolved, if God 

had ſpared him Lite, ro have joined him- 

{elf tothole with whom he might have 

participated of all O:dinances, and by 

their -Aiſiſtance and his own Care have” 
travelled comtoriably in the way to 
Heaven. 

As to the other things that relate to 
the Charatter of the deceaſed , the beſt 
Account | can give you of him, 1s from 
a Letter which I received from a Toung 
Miniſter, who was acquainted with 
h:m. The Subſtance whereof is 2s fol- 
loas: 


A Ltho' I was not with bim thro off 
his Sickneſs, yet I ſaw him time e- 

nough to be a Witneſs to that which pre- 
cured my great Satisfaction. The pious 
Motions and Warkings of his Spirit 1 ſaw 
when 
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when he was weak, make it a kind of juſl 


Debt to him, to- conclude that they were 
more conſiderable when he was ſtronger. 
When I made my firlt viſit to him, he was | 


at it were ſtrugling with Death, and yet 


even then he made a pious uſe of the imper-| 
fe remainder of hu Life ; aud tho' his| 


Strength was ſo decayed, and his Spirits 
fo diffipated, that 1 believe it was a pain 


to him to recollett and gather enough to 


ſpeak, yet he ſpoke to ſo good purpoſe, 
that tho' every breath he drew might have 
made one think that Life and Werds would 
have come forth together ; yet thoſe dying 
Words in my eſteem brought that Spiritual 
Life and Savour with them, that ſeemed 
to infer the being of a Fountain, and 
Principle from whence they were derived. 
There hardly was a Sentence I delivered 
in reference to his preſent Caſe, but it 
produced in him ſome- conſiderable Motion 
of Aﬀettion ; hu Underſtanding was no 
way impaired by his Sickneſs, nor the 
quickneſs of his Apprehenſion much abated. 
Bat his Judgment ſeem'd ſtrong, his Con- 


ceptions clear, his Senſes vigorow, and | 


hus 


ne 
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bis Expreſſious affettionate : He diſcove- 
red an extraordinary Readineſs to give 
Satis/attion to any Inquiries about his Spi- 
ritual State, and a moſt remarkable Wit. 
lingueſs to have the Goodneſs of it tryed 
by the Touch ſtone of the Holy Scriptures ; 


' neither was the ingenuous FreenefS that he 
| uſed limited here : Fle freely and pathe. 


tically diſcovered his Mind as to the Sins 


' and Failings that burthen'd his Conſcience. 


And truly it ſeemed to flow ſo naturally 
from him, that I muſt hopethere was no dif+ 
agreement between the Language of his 
Heart, and that of his Lips at that time. 
'Tis certain that we muſt leave the Secrets 
of Hearts to an Omniſcient God, when we 
pretend to penetrate into thoſe hidden 
Receſſes, and to look into thoſe Obſcurities 
which are there, no wonder if our Fudg- 
ments are bewildred, and our Minds ra- 
ther confounded than informed. Bat yet 
if Death-beds be places in which Men 


| will be ſerious if ever, as ſure they are, 


then we muſt take the Concluſions of our 
dying Friends, and put the moſt gentle 
C 0#- 
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Conſtrution upon them, that Truth, Cha- 
rity and Scripture will allow of. T preſſed 
him for an Anſwer to ſeveral ſerious (2ue- 
ftions which I aiked, particularly I deſired 
fo know the preſent Poſture his Faith and 
Hope were in. and the Grounds he had for 
either ; he anſwered to this purpoſe, that 
Chriſt was his only Foundation, and that 
he expeied Remiſſion of Sins, and Accept- 


axce with God through the valuable Batiſ- | 


fation he made to Divine Juſtice; and 
that he to the utmoſt of his Power did 
depend on the Merits, Power and Grace 
of Chriſt, for his eternal Salvation. 1 
told him that there was a counterfeit 


Faith as well as a true-one : Aud that 
Self-deluſions were as eaſie as they were | 


dangerous : And that a Death bed waz 
the moſt diſinal place for a Man to deceive 
himſelf upon, ſince paſſing iuto Eternity 
was 706 cojtly an Experiment for the Proof 
and Trial of Impoſtures. He expreſſed a 


zealous Deſire. and an affetionate Care | 


that he might not conclude upon, nor make 
Pretenſims io eternal Happineſs from a 
wWreng 


_——_— 


wrong Title : And when I earneſtly preſſed 


bim to improve the remaining Moments of 
his Life, applying himſelf to Chriſt by a 
lively Faith, imploring the full and eter- 
nal Pardon of every particular Sin, where- 
by he had provoked the Majeſty of Fea- 
ven : Labouring to work his Heart into a 
godly, penitent Frame, before it was ſeized 
by Death; which I told him, TI perceived was 


| advancing to ſtrike the concluding Blow : 


To theſe and many ſuch other plain Coun- 
ſels, he returned me his Reſolutions and 
fincere Endeavours ſoto do as long as Life 
and Breath remained with him, If this 


' Memorial does any thing aſſiſt you, or may 


influence the Revival of the pious Memo-' 


| ry of ſodear a Friend, it will be eſteem. 


ed a conſiderable Piece of Service by 
Feb. 3. 1655 Tour Servant, 


H. Diton. 


As to you that are the Relations of the 


deceaſed Gentleman, you have loſt a dear 
Fricnd, 
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Friend, and loſt him ſooner than you 
looked for, but endeavour you to have 
God for your Friend, who will never 
die. If you as well as your departed 
Husband and Father have found an Z- 
kind Relation you mult not murmur and 
repine: You muſt be ready to lorgive as | p 
you hope to be forgiven : And you have | ,, 
an Exainple off this forgzving Temper in | , 
your departed Friend, who tho' he faid | j; 
that the unkind uſage which he received- | © 
from a near Relation, procured to him a | 


OH 
TP 


hh 

rear deal of trouble, yet he heartily | ,, 

forgave him all thoſe Injuries which he | ,, 
apprehended himſelt ro have received. p 


from him, and tubjoyned his moſt hearty | |, 
* Prayers to Almighty God tor him, that 
he might repent betore Death gave him 
a Summons in God's Name and Authority, | «: 
to anſwer at the dreadful Tribunal of | 
the Judge of quick and dead: And lam | 
told, he reckoned himlelt particularly | þ 
obliged to (ay this. And whatloever Dif | , 
appointments you meet with, they may | | 
by your good Improvement promoteand | , 
further your eternal Felicity ; and then 
one 
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one of the greateſt Bleſſings that you 
could have wiſh'd for, will be your diſ- 
appointment, As many Perſons are 
Shipwrack'd into the Haven, fo many 
come to Heaven by the Croſs, whom a 
milder and a g-ntler-Method would not 
have brought thither. Truſt in God, 
who hath ſaid ; Jer. 49. 11.Leave thy Fa- 
therlefs Children I wil preſerve them a- 


| live, and let thy Widows truſt in me. 
| Our Earthly Friends alter their Deſigns, 
| and change their Purpoſes, and deteat 


our Hopes, but the Rock of Iſrael wil 
never change : He will moſt certainly 
perform all his Promiſes on which he 
hath cauſed us to depend. You have 
now by ſome. Experience feen what a 
vain thing the World ts, and how nece(- 


fary it is to lay up tor your felves Trea- 


ſures in a better place. And we have ma- 
ny times occaſion to fay with David, 
Plal. 62. 9. Surely Men of low degree are 
Vanity, and Men of high degree are a 
Lye, to be laid in the Ballance they are 
altogether lighter than Vanity. 


H Ic 
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Ic is a great lols to you to have (6 ſud- 
denly loſt a Relation, but the Diſpenſati- 
on was more mercitul then it he had 
been rack'd and tortured with (ſevere 
Pains for many Weeks and Months to- 
gether. I know when Death ſmites a 
Maſter of a Family : Tis like ſmiting of 
the Shepherd and the Sheep are ſcattered, 
it cauſes a great alteration in the Aﬀairs 
of his ſurviving Friends. 

I ſhall not need to inſiſt upon many 
Motives to ſupport you under ſuch a 
ſtroak as this. Learn you to be ready, 
ſeeing you may be quickly called away, 
learn you to contiaue your Truſt in the 
Almighty, who can change the Thoughts 
and Hearts, and Inclinations of Men ; 
and make thoſe to be kind whom you 
have thought not to be {o ; as you know 
the Face of Eſau was to Jacob, as an An- 
gel of God, that is very friendly, and 
pleaſant, and refreſhing. Poor Jaceb 
looked tor nothing from his Brother, but 
rugged and ' ſevere ulage : But lo, what 
a comfortable Change, Gen. 33. 10. The 
Hearts of Men are in the Hands of God, 
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as the Rivers of Water, and he can turn 
ſome of thoſe Streams to you which 
now run another way, and 'tis eaſfie for 
him ſo todo. Thus David laid, 2 Sam, 
9. r. 1s there yet any that u left of the 
Houſe of Saul, that I may ſhew him kind- 
neſs for Jonathan's ſake. 

However it be, as our Saviour fays, 
A Man's Life confiſts not in abundance, if 
you be good, you may te happy with a 
licrle, and if you ſhould not be fo, all 
this World cannot make you bleſſed. If 
you continue to be diſappotnted, you may 
live perhaps with lefs Grandeur and Pomp 
bur with more Innocence and Safety. It 
is not your rich Attire, nor your plenti- 
ful Accomodations on the Road that will 
be to your eternal. Honour, but your 
well arriving at your Journey's end. Oh! 
how many does God favour by denyin 
to them what of this Earth they mot 
carneſtly deſire, but it would have been 
prejudicial to their Souls : Endeavour, 
therefore to kifs rhe Rod that chaftens 
you, and bleſs your Maker when he takes 
away as well as when he gives. Let na 

H 2 mur- 


100 Conſolation fo: 


murmuring Word againſt him, nor no 
reviling at any other proceed out of 
your Mouth ; be meek, and par eat, and | 
bumble, and reſigned, and all that hath | 
befallen you, or can befal you ſhall work 
for good. | 
I might propoſe a great many Argu- | 
ments to Mourners, to {upport them un- | 
der the Loſs of Friends, but I know nos- | 
thing fitter to be conſidered than the So. | 

wvereignty of God, who has made our Clay 
into this comely Shape, and muſt cauce | 
it to return to Duſt when he will. He 
appoints us our Work, and to him muſt 
we be accountable when we have accom: 
pliſhed, as an Hireling our day. Under 
Afflitions, let us ſay, /t i the Lord whoſe 
we are, and in whoſe Hands our time is; 
if we are diſcontented with his Providence 
in a moment can he cut us down, and 
throw us into the ſame Grave with thoſe 
whom to the diſhonour of his infinite 
Wiſdom, that knows the moſt proper 
Seaſon of their Death we lament with 
unprofitable Tears. Our holy departed 
Friends {ce no more, this World of Mt- 
lery, 
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no| ery, this gloomy Region of the Dying 
of | and Dead ; but they ite the Goodneſs of 
2nd | the Lord in the Land of the Living. Let 
ath | us not mourn as without hope, but ſo 
wk | watch and pray and live, that they and 
we, nay that Chriſt and we may meet 
with Comtort in the great Day, and ne- 
in- | ver, never part again. Amer. 
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Books lately Printed for Tho. Park- 
hurſt, at the Bible and Three 
Crowns, in Cheapfide. 


H E Confirming Work of Religt- 
L on, and its great Things made 
plain by their primary Evidences and 
Demonſtrations ; whereby the meancſt 
in the Charch may ſoon be. made able ro 
render a rational Account of their Faith. 
The preſent AſpeCt of our Times, and 
of the extraordinary Conjun&tion of 
things therein ; in a rational View and 
Proſpect of the ſame, as it reſpects the 
the publick Hazard and Safety of Br#- 
tain in this day. Theſe two laſt by Re. 
Fleming, Author of the Fulfilling of the 
Scriptures, and Miniſter at Rotterdam. 
England's Alarm : Being an Account 
of God's moſt conſiderable Diſpenſations 
of Judgment and Mercy towards theſe 
Kingdoms, ' for Fourteen Years laſt paſt E 
| an 


Books Printed for Tho, Parkhurſt. 


and alſo of the ſeveral ſorts of Sins and 
Sinners therein ; eſpecially the Murmu- 
rers againſt this- Preſent Government, 
With an earneſt Call to ſpeedy Humilia- 
tion, and Reformation, and Supplication, 
as the chief Means of proſpering Their 
Majeſties Councils and Preparations. De- 
dicated to the King and Queen. 

A Family Altar erected to the Honour 


| of the Eternal God ; or, a folemn Eſlay 


to promote the Worſhip of God in Pri- 
vate Houles : Being ſome Meditations on 
Ger. 35. 2,3- With the beſt Entail, or 
Dying Parents living Hopes for their ſur- 
viving Children grounded upon the Co- 
venant of God's Grace with Believers and 
their Seed. Being a ſhort Diſcourſe on 
2 Sam.23. 5. By Oliver Heywood, Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel. 

The Goſpel Myſtery of SanCtification 
open'd in ſundry practical Directions ; 
ſuited eſpecially to the Caſe of thoſe 
who labour under the Guilt and Power 
of indwelling Sin. To which is added 
a Sermon of Juſtification. By Walter 
Markhal, Miniſter of the Goſvel, Sc. 

Death 
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Death improved, and Immoderate Sor- 
row for, deceaſed Friends and Relations 
reproved. WV herein you have many Ar- 
gumients againſt immoderate Sorrow, and 
many profitable Leſſons which we may 
learn from ſuch Providences. By Ed. 
Bury, tormerly Miniſter of great Bolas, | 
in Shropſhire, Author of the Help to . 
Holy Walking, and the Husbandman's 
Companion, Sr 

A plain Diſcourſe about raſh and fin- 
ful Anger ; as a help for ſuch as are will- 
ing to be relieved againſt ſo ſad and too 
generally prevailing a Diſtemper even 
among(t Profeſſors of Religion ; being 
the Subſtance of ſome Sermons preached 
at Mancheſter. By Henry Newcome, M. A, 
and Miniſter of the Goſpel there, and 
Author of the Improvement of Sicknels. 

The Rod or the Sword, the preſent 
Dilemma of the Nations of England, Scot- 
land and Ireland, conſidered, argued and 
improved on Ezek. 21. 14. By a true 
Friend to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and the 
preſent Government. 


